


Ten editions of Bardfield Times are published each year by volunteers 
from Great Bardfield and Little Bardfield parishes. Articles, letters, etc. for 
inclusion need to be received by the editors by the 14th of the month 
prior to publication. The management team reserve the right to refuse, 
postpone or to edit any material received for publication. Views expressed 
in this magazine are not necessarily those of the management team.

Editor:

Layout designer:

Hand written letters
 or articles for typing:

Advertising:

Distribution:

Treasurer: 

Announcements:  

Janet Dyson   drjanetdyson@gmail.com

Joe Jones   joe311jones@btinternet.com
07946495148

Alicia Holmes
Bunbury, Bridge Street, CM7 4SY

advertising@bardfieldtimes.com
Kate Fox 01371 810111

distribution@bardfieldtimes.com
Ray Coles 07470992224  
& Paul Euesden 01371 810118

treasurer@bardfieldtimes.com
Jackie Newton  01371 810586

nicolapascoe.announcements@gmail.com
01371 811640

Front cover and above: Bardfield Horticultural Society Spring Show by 
Doug Joyce

Bardfield Times May 2024

1

Editorial

April, as TS Eliot reminds us, is 
‘the cruelest month’ – I’m not 
quite sure what he meant but 

it’s been warm enough to sit outside 
one day and freezing cold the next. Dry 
enough to water plants one minute and 
then soaked by torrential rain. There 
are many traditional country sayings 
about the weather and, with our climate 
undergoing significant changes they 
may be out of date but I recall the one 
about the oak and the ash as predictors 
of future weather and feel there may be 
some truth in the rhyme ‘If the oak before the ash then we will have 
a splash; if the ash before the oak then we will have a soak!’ I notice 
that the ash trees around here are coming into leaf way behind the 
oaks this year so perhaps a dry summer is on the way? Until the C19th 
the majority of people living in and around Great Bardfield would have 
been involved in farming and their lives would have revolved round 
the agricultural year and the patterns of the weather. So, perhaps their 
country sayings were based on observations and experience? Who can 
say? Do feel free to disagree! 

There are plenty of village events planned for the summer when 
people will be hoping for good weather. These include the Garage Sale, 
the Arts and Crafts Weekend, Bardfest, and a new addition to the village 
calendar, a Landscape Artist of the Year competition. See dates and times 
in this edition.

Finally, if you missed the Parish Assembly held at the end of April it’s 
not too late for you to pick up the excellent Annual Report which is full 
of contributions from many village groups, photographs of events of the 
last year as well as information about the work of the Parish, District and 
County Councils. Numbers are limited but copies can be collected from 
the CIP and Between the Lines Bookshop.

Janet Dyson



Bardfield Times May 2024 Bardfield Times May 2024

2 3

Great Bardfield Primary School

A huge thank you to everybody who came along 
to our Community Spring Concert last term. It 
was lovely to welcome so many of you and the 

children really enjoyed performing some of the songs 
and pieces of music they have been learning. Some of the 
highlights included Reuben’s brilliant solo on electric guitar 
and listening to an original composition by Emily played on glockenspiel. 
Our audience also enjoyed a range of songs including Here Comes the 
Sun, The Bare Necessities and Singing in the Rain. We have received lots of 
positive feedback which makes organising these events so worthwhile. A 
huge thank you to all of my staff, our wonderful music teacher, Mrs Metson, 
and the fantastic Mr Merry, 
who joins us every Monday 
to teach singing, for their 
support in organising and 
running the afternoon. 

Our younger children 
were very proud to enter 
some of the classes at the 
Horticultural Spring Show 
at the end of March. They 
all coloured in a picture and 
spent a morning learning 
about flower arranging for 
their ‘Spring flowers in a mug’ 
entries. The arrangements 
looked beautiful and bright 
and the children were very 
pleased with their hard 
work. 

During the last week 
of the Spring Term, our 
traditional Easter orienteering event took place indoors although on a 
much smaller scale than usual due to the terrible weather. Nevertheless, the 
children had great fun hunting for clues and amongst much excitement, 
we were visited by the Easter Bunny who arrived with a huge basket full of 
chocolate eggs to share. This is always a highlight of the Spring Term and 

it was so lovely to see our older children 
helping the younger children hunt for clues 
to secure their chocolate egg. Thank you to 
our ‘bunny’ who was key to the success of 
the Easter Hunt.

Children and staff have returned from 
the Easter Break, rejuvenated, refreshed 
and ready for the third and final term of 
this academic year. This term, our Year 
One, Year Four and Year Six pupils will 
undertake statutory assessments in Phonics, 
Multiplication Tables, and Reading, Writing 
and Maths respectively. These assessments 
are important to benchmark the attainment 
of our children. However, at Great Bardfield 
Primary School it is important to note that 
these are certainly not the only way we 
measure our children’s achievement. We 
value each and every step of progress our 
children make, whether this be learning 
how to do column addition in Maths, 
remembering to have equipment ready at the beginning of a lesson or 
simply having the courage to try a new food at lunchtime. Each one of these 
is a vital part of our children’s learning journey and we value and celebrate 
each and every one of them. 

This term we are excited to open our field so that the children have 
more space to play in at break and lunch times. We are looking forward 
to bringing out our new Reading Trolley, funded by The Co-op, so that 
the children can choose books and magazines to read while sitting on 
our cosy set of picnic blankets. This is a wonderful opportunity for those 
children who enjoy more tranquil break times and a way to encourage 
reading and the sharing of books. Our youngest Reception children will 
now join the rest of the school at these times as part of getting them ready 
for Year One. Later in the term we are looking forward to meeting our new 
Reception children who will be visiting us for some ‘settling in’ sessions 
before joining our school in September. 
Liz Crow
Headteacher

Sophie and Mia arranging flowers for the 
Horticultural Show

Our Easter Bunny
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Vintage Tractor Run May 12th

We will be coming into Great Bardfield down the Braintree road past 
the church at approximately 13.20 and going up Bell lane to 
Hawksper green, so we hope to see lots of people in the village.

Mac Beanland, David Hunt and Dick Hughs

The team with two people from the air ambulance response car.




Great Bardfield Primary School 
__________________________________ 

PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING 
A SCHOOL GOVERNOR 

As a governor you will be a volunteer who makes a 
vital contribution to the success of our good school.


We are looking for someone with:

• Time - for six evening board meetings a year, day 

time visits, training, working parties, policy reviews…

• A willingness to learn - regular training and 

governor network opportunities provided.

• Enthusiasm - the roles and expectations are diverse 

and an ability to adapt, commit and undertake 
actions between meetings would be welcomed.


• Transferable skills - being a team player is critical, 
other general business skills, HR, finance, or 
educational insight may help, but are not essential. 

For a chance to chat with other governors about what 
the role involves, please contact Jane Tillotson at 
cog@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk

_________________________________

Scruffy ready to start last year.
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Great Bardfield Parish Council report
Neighbourhood Plan
The draft Neighbourhood Plan is now ready to be reviewed and we will be 
consulting on the proposed content in June/July. Prior to its acceptance 
as an integral part of the local planning process we are required to obtain 
residents’ feedback on the Plan. 

A Drop-in Session will be held at the Town Hall, 10am – 4pm on 
Saturday June 15th where you can view excerpts of the Plan (or the whole 
thing) and discuss it with members of the Neighbourhood Plan team 
(volunteers from Great Bardfield) and our planning consultant. The Plan 
will also be available to view in The Community Information Point (CIP) 
and at Between The Lines Bookshop during the consultation period 
which runs for 6 weeks from 15th June. You will also receive an invitation 
to respond formally using our online or paper questionnaire. 

Please take time to consider our plans and aspirations for the 
community of Great Bardfield including conserving what we have and 
having some control of future development of the village.

Planning Applications
• Black Gables, Dunmow Road: The final works to garden levels as required 

by the Inspector following an enforcement notice by Braintree District 
Council in 2023 are required to be completed by mid-May. Failure to do 
so may result in a further enforcement notice. 

• Great Pitley Farm: notification of a non-material amendment to re-site 
the proposed new dwelling. 

Playingfields/Pavilion Project
The Pavilion Project is now nearing completion with minor internal works to 
be completed over the next two months. We are now obtaining quotes to lay 
the extended carpark which will provide additional spaces behind the building 
and will include disabled parking. This is an additional expensive, but necessary, 
aspect of the project which will be funded partly by residents’ donations. We 
thank all those that have given generously to this project. We are still seeking 
further funding, so if you are able to make a donation, please contact Kate Fox, 
the Parish Clerk, on 810111 or by email at clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk

Community Garden Project
Work to improve the Quiet Space and create a Community Garden has had 

to be put on hold, temporarily, due to the waterlogged ground – much rain 
and more springs springing up. The PC and the Community Garden team 
are considering what can be done to drain water from this area to make it 
more usable.

Bus Service 9/9A
You may have seen recent news items about the removal of a number 
of bus services in our area. It seems that this includes the 9/9A to/from 
Braintree. Though the Parish Council have had no formal notification of 
the withdrawal of this service from the bus company or Essex County 
Council, we understand this will happen at the end of July 2024 and will 
be replaced by the ‘DigiGo’ service whereby transport must be booked 
in advance. The Parish Council do not agree with this erosion of our bus 
services and have been campaigning for improved levels of service on the 
current bus routes plus additional routes to link us with Dunmow, Saffron 
Walden etc. We recognise that the 9/9A service to Braintree is vital for the 
independence of many of our residents, including those that need it to 
attend work, school/college, medical and other appointments. It is one of 
only 2 forms of public transport available to residents of Great Bardfield 
and the surrounding villages.

Many residents have informed us about how this will impact on them 
and the Parish Council have written to Cllr Louise McKinlay, Deputy Leader 
of Essex County Council and Cabinet Member for Levelling up and the 
Economy, copied to Michael Gove MP Secretary of State for Levelling Up 
et al. expressing our opposition to the erosion of rural bus services and 
particularly those impacting on us. Such a loss affects the ability of those 
living in rural locations to access services in other towns. We understand 
that other bus routes to be withdrawn include the village link service that 
runs through Thaxted to Saffron Walden and Stansted Airport. 

Stansted Airport Night Flights
The Parish Council have received notification of the intention of 
Manchester Airports Group’s application to remove the Government 
restrictions on night flights which currently allow a maximum of 13,700 
Stansted night flights a year. The PC will be objecting to this proposal. 
For those residents that wish to do so, further information on the 
proposals and information on how to respond are available at www.
stanstedairportwatch.com
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Bin Collections May 2024
Wednesday 8th May (following Bank Holiday) 
Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin, Green Bin (for subscribers only)
Tuesday May 14th Grey Bin & Food Bin 
Tuesday May 21st 
Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin, Green Bin (for subscribers only)
Wednesday 29th May (following Bank Holiday) Grey Bin & Food Bin

Next Parish Council Meeting
Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting and will be held on 
Wednesday 8 May 2024 at 7.00pm, in the Committee Room at the Town Hall.
Carolynne Ruffle, Chairperson

RECYCLING
Braintree District Council have asked if we could publish the following 
information:

The quality of recycling collected in the Braintree District continues to be 
very high, although there are still pockets of contamination with nappies, 
food, glass, and polystyrene as well as loose cardboard (which must be 
bagged along with the other recyclables to prevent it getting wet). In 
recent years, recycling companies have demanded higher quality Recyclate 
with little or no contaminants as this commands a greater resale value. 
Consequently, contaminants in the material we deliver to the reprocessor 
can result in whole vehicle loads being rejected, which is not only a waste of 
everyone’s efforts to recycle, but is also bad for the environment. For these 
reasons, where contamination is evident, the crews will sticker and leave the 
sacks and the onus will be on the resident to remove the offending items 
and re-present the sacks on their next scheduled collection day. 

RIDE LONDON RETURNS TO ESSEX
This event will take place on 26 May 24. It will not be coming through 
Great Bardfield but the nearest villages where this can be followed are The 
Rodings, Great Dunmow, Felsted and Stebbing.
CHANNEL SWEEP 2024/25
This is when it is hoped many of the cars will not be in the village in order 
for the equipment to sweep along the kerbs. The dates are:

Tuesday 21 May; Wednesday 21 August; Thursday 21 November 
and Tuesday 25 February 2025.
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Town Hall Happenings

Last night we held 
the Town Hall AGM 
and were pleased 

to see representatives of 
many groups who use the 
buildings in attendance. 
We were able to report 
that we continue to be 
financially stable and 
lettings are holding up. 
Use of the hall for parties 
and such like has in fact 
increased over the year.

Our next event is the annual Art Show over the Bank Holiday at the 
end of May (26th and 27th). This is always interesting and we already have 
entries from our regular artists and also a few new ones. 

Unfortunately, there 
has been some fly tipping 
in the vicinity of the hall 
and if anyone notices this 
being done, please take 
any details and let us know. 

Finally, the group rounds 
of the Boules competition 
are now starting. If you are 
competing “good luck”, if 
you are not it's well worth 
watching a few games 
(normally early evening 
or weekends). It’s a good 
opportunity to meet old 
friends and make new 
ones.

John Maidman
Chairman

Great Bardfield Town Hall 
 

BBaarrddffiieelldd  AARRTT  SSHHOOWW  
22002244  

SUNDAY, 26th MAY  
11 am – 4 pm 

MONDAY, 27th MAY    
11 am – 4 pm 

 
 Paintings for sale, including prints,  

ceramics and other mediums 
Refreshments available.  

 
Admission Adults £2 

(includes tea or coffee) 
Children Free admission 

 
Peter Keynton and Katrina Ralston 

Art Show Organisers 
bardfield.art.show@gmail.com 

 
Boules 2023
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Great Bardfield Historical Society

The Society’s AGM was held in the Town Hall on April 13th. Acting Chair 
Jonathan Davies welcomed everyone and highlighted some of the 
events of the past year. Links with Great Bardfield Primary School had 

been strengthened with the whole school making visits to the Museum, 
Cage and Bawden Room as part of their local history studies. There had 
been further groups from all over the country with a particular interest in 
the Bardfield Artists visiting the village. A successful Open Afternoon had 
been held to raise the profile of the Society. He thanked the Committee for 
their support and loyalty throughout the year. Particular thanks were given 
to Bill Gustar who was retiring as Treasurer after 28 years, Secretary Marilyn 
Edwards, and Claire Willetts who have left the Committee. Janet Dyson 
was thanked for her 20 years as Chair and Jenny Rooney for her continuing 
work as Archivist. George Wilder was welcomed as new Treasurer. Thanks 
were recorded to Doug Joyce and Neil and Lisa Churchman for their care of 
the Museum garden. Jonathan said that he would be standing down from 
the Committee. He emphasised that this had been a quiet but ultimately 
significant year for the Society with a rediscovery of what it can, with its 
broad historical focus, contribute to our village and beyond. Notice had 
been given for proposals for Chair and Vice Chair in advance of the meeting 
and Tim Regan was elected as Chair and Kate Lloyd as Vice Chair. Nigel Hill 
was welcomed onto the Committee. Remaining Committee members are 
Pat Coles, Janet Dyson, Norman Newton, Jenny Rooney, George Wilder.

After the AGM Ashley Cooper, farmer, writer, historian and 
environmentalist gave a lively and entertaining talk on ‘Heroes and 
Villains of the Essex-Suffolk Border’ which took the audience on a tour 
through history starting with the Romans and Boudicca, sweeping though 
the Peasants’ Revolt, the Black Death and the Industrial Revolution, 
highlighting the part played by significant men and women on the way. 
His quick-fire questions kept the audience on their toes, testing their 
historical knowledge and rewarding correct answers with beautifully 
illustrated cards. The evening ended with delicious refreshments served 
by the Committee. Look out for announcements of further events.

If you missed the AGM you can still join the Society for just £6 per 
year which gives a reduction on entry to events. We are still looking for 
volunteers to help staff the Bawden Room and Cottage Museum on 
Sunday afternoons and Bank Holiday Mondays. Training will be provided! 
Please contact the Secretary drjanetdyson@gmail.com



Bardfield Times May 2024 Bardfield Times May 2024

14 15

The Tuesday Club

At our April meeting we welcomed Bryan Thurlow, actor and 
storyteller, who joined us in the guise of George Barrington. 
George joined the staff of a grand Yorkshire house at the age 

of 13, working his way up the ranks from boot boy (having to take out 
the laces of every pair of boots he polished and ironing them before 
relacing the boots) to looking after the lights of the house (candles 
which had to be lit in each room every evening, including over 200 
in each chandelier when guests were dining) to then taking on the 
role of master of the clocks, before eventually becoming valet to the 
master, and finally butler to the household, an immensely important 
and responsible position. 

He remembered missing his family when he first went into service, 
but how the staff became his new family. During the story he moved 
seamlessly into playing the parts of the master of the house, the 
gardener, the former butler, the housekeeper, and his favourite maid, 
Dora. An amazing performance, and if you weren’t able to be with us 
for this one, then we very much hope to welcome Bryan back again 
for a future meeting.

One fact which I learned (though you may already know) is that 
the daily newspaper wasn’t ironed by the staff just to make it look 
tidier, but it was actually to set the ink so that the master didn’t get 
his fingers dirty when he read it.

On 14th May we welcome back Graham and Mary Brace, for a talk 
on the “Wild Life of Tanzania”. They are both keen photographers and 
we look forward to seeing more brilliant images of their travels and 
the animals they met along the way.

If you haven’t been to a meeting yet why not join us for this one? 
We meet in the Town Hall on the second Tuesday of the month. Doors 
open at 2.00 and talk starts at 2.30. We are a friendly group, everyone 
is welcome, visitors pay £5 including refreshments and membership 
is only £25 for the whole year.
Cherry Whitby

For more details please contact the Club Secretary,
Marilyn Edwards on 01371 810555
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Horticultural Society

Our Spring Show was held on Saturday March 23th in the Town 
Hall. Thank you to everyone who came to support us - exhibitors, 
judges, stewards, 

helpers and visitors.
The Show was very well 

supported and we were 
delighted with the number 
of entries – nearly 230. 
There was a wonderful 
display of spring flowers 
together with lovely flower 
arrangements, cakes and 
jams etc. and a good range 
of different handicrafts and 
photographs.

We held the Inter Village 
Floral Shield at this show. 
Four villages submitted 
floral displays—Bardfield, 
Finchingfield, Gosfield and 

Sampford. The Shield is quite imposing with about 70 years of winners!
A huge “Thank You” to Bardfield School for entering about 70 coloured 

pictures and 60 mugs of Spring flowers-a particular thank you to Mrs Crow 
for delivering them to the hall for us the evening before.

It was pleasing to see a few children from the school come to the show 
in the afternoon to proudly show their parents their efforts.

Visitors in the afternoon enjoyed a colourful and interesting display of 
exhibits including floral art displays depicting “These Boots are made for 
Walking”. There was a tombola, raffle and a plant stall. 

Tea and home-made cakes made by our members were served at 
The Bell Inn. Thank you Ciaran and Sharon- very much appreciated by 
everyone. Donations were given to the Horticultural Society.
Here are the winners:
Trophies-Spring Show
Arthur Willis Cup
Highest points in the Flower Section    Peter Morris
Floral Art Cup
Highest points in the Floral Art Section    Amanda Boon
Ann Hayward Cup
Highest points in the Domestic Section   Janet Morris
George Hervey Murray Shield
Highest points in the Handicraft Section  Shirley Foster
Irene Horsnell Shield
Highest points – Children aged 5 to 8    Sam Yarrow
Inter Village Floral Shield
Gosfield

Congratulations to you all – well done.
Our Summer Show will be held on Saturday, August 3rd in Bardfield 

Town Hall. 
Our Spring Event will be a “Garden Fiesta” to be held on Saturday, 

May 18th at The Friends Meeting House from 11am until 4pm.
Everyone will be most welcome to join us for the various events taking 

place throughout the day. Please look out in the village for posters and 
leaflets which will let you know the timings of the events during the day. 
The timings will also be on Great Bardfield Facebook

For the children there will be a” bunny” themed Treasure Hunt outside, 
sunflower seed planting and several other activities. 

A garden game with all prizes being garden related. There will be a 



Bardfield Times May 2024 Bardfield Times May 2024

18 19

hanging basket demonstration and two floral art demonstrations. A quiz 
sheet (with a prize for the winner). A Gardener’s Question Time- if you are 
not able to come but have some questions you may like answered please 
email-dwjoyce46@btinternet.com in advance to be received by Monday 
May 13th

Plant and seed stalls, a stall with decorative items for the garden, a stall 
with second hand planters and garden related items.

Light lunches, tea, coffee etc will be available during the day. We hope 
to see many of you there—come along and see what is on offer! Admission 
is free! For further information please contact Linda Prior 811641 or any 
Committee member

Saturday June 8th 2.30pm This will be our second private garden visit 
of the year by kind invitation of Wendy and Mervin Wright. At “Wayhours”, 
Cowels Farm Lane, Lindsell CM6 3QQ

It is some years since we visited their magical garden. Those of you who 
remember walking through the wild flower meadow with lots of orchids, 
pond and lovely borders and plenty of vegetables will certainly want to go 
again to enjoy. Hopefully more of you will be tempted to join us.

Entry will be by ticket only - £5 for members. We will need to know 
numbers by Saturday June 1st.

Tickets available from Linda Prior 01371 811641 or Lynne Joyce 01371 
810524.

Our third garden visit of the year will be to Ultingwick on Friday 
September 6th at 2pm

For any information about the Society please contact  
Linda Prior 811641

Plea for new Chairman for Society
Linda Prior has been our Chairman since 2014. At our last AGM, 
she gave notice that she would be standing down from this role 
in October 2024. She is very happy to remain on the Committee.

If you would be interested in volunteering for this role  
please contact Linda who would be more than happy  

to tell you what is entailed.
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From the Vicarage…

One of the joys of second-hand books is that one finds, from time to 
time, a note which has been folded carefully and used, perhaps as 
a bookmark, perhaps as a reminder of who gave the book. Clergy 

particularly like passing on books to one another, and it’s interesting 
sometimes to get some insight into where previous owners of a book 
ministered. Sometimes the writing is on the inside cover pages of the 
book itself – a mark of a particular occasion when it was given as a present. 
In any case, all these things give the book a story of its own, and one can 
feel the privilege of being part of a new chapter of that story.

Some particularly special books get treasured for a very long time. 
One of the oldest books I’ve had the privilege of seeing (but definitely 
not touching!) is the book of Gospels which is thought to have been 
brought to England by St Augustine in 597. A number of families have 
traditions of family Bibles where names of new generations are added as 
the years pass. In some of our churches, I have the experience of leading 
services from prayer books where prayers for the monarch have been 
adjusted from ‘King’ to ‘Queen’, which already puts a lower limit on their 
age. Perhaps as we read more and more on screens, we will learn in a new 
way the significance of having a physical printed book which can connect 
us with previous generations of readers.

Perhaps though, the most exciting thing about these connections to 
previous owners of books is the fact that there will often by many things we 
don’t know about them. Our imaginations have some freedom to wonder 
about how they might have felt reading the book, compared to us. And 
when we let our imaginations loose on that question, we really start to get 
a feel for a whole community behind a book, much like the communities 
which have left their marks and their prayers on our churches. These are 
real communities, albeit separated by spans of time, and it is a delight and 
a privilege to recognise when we become a part of them too.
Rev’d/Fr Alex

Services for May 2024
Sunday 5 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Finchingfield
9.30am Parish Communion Service – Shalford

10.30am Sung Communion Service – Great Bardfield
11am Celtic Morning Prayer (‘Prayer & Pilgrimage’) – Wethersfield

3pm Children’s Church – Wethersfield 

Thursday 9 May – Ascension Day
10.30am Sung Communion Service – Great Bardfield

8pm Said Communion Service – Finchingfield 

Sunday 12 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Shalford

9.30am Sung Communion Service – Little Bardfield
10.45am Communion Service – Finchingfield 

11am Family Service – Wethersfield 
5pm Sung Evensong – Shalford

Sunday 19 May – Pentecost
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Wethersfield

10.30am Benefice Communion Service – Great Bardfield

Sunday 26 May – Trinity Sunday
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Great Bardfield

9.30am Morning Prayer – Shalford
10am Morning Prayer with Sunday Café – Cornish Hall End

11am Family Communion Service – Wethersfield

Regular Services and Events during the week
Monday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield

Tuesday 9.15am Eucharist – Great Bardfield
(preceded by Morning Prayer at 8.45am)

10am Baby & Toddler Group – Great Bardfield 
‘St Mary’s Munchkins’ story & song time with refreshments

Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Wethersfield
10am Prayer Group (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks)

Coffee Morning (2nd & 4th weeks) – Shalford
Coffee Morning (3rd week) – Cornish Hall End

10.30am Eucharist – Little Bardfield

Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Shalford

Saturday 10.30am (3rd weeks) Coffee Morning – Wethersfield
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GREENFINGERS

Remember science lessons at school when the order was Method, 
Practical, followed by Result? Well, this month let us start with 
Practical, bit of a joke 

for you readers but some 
true plants included and 
followed with Method to 
achieve the perfect garden. 
I feel very strongly that 
you should always look 
fabulous in the garden, as 
you never know who might 
call. My perennial wardrobe 
advice will add style to your 
borders in that tricky time 
after the full on spring flush 
but before summer is in full 
swing. So wear Red Undies (Begonia) and Purple Petticoats (Heuchera) 
perhaps a light sweater in Kashmir Blue (Geranium). Should it turn 
chilly, don a Claret Cloak (Vitis coignetiae) but if sunny you will need hat 
protection, Wide Brim (Hosta) and on your feet? Slipper Orchids of course.’*
Jobs AKA Method
• Acquire all the above for your shady area, except for the sun-loving 

begonia
• Wisterias in the village are spectacular but do not feed as all members 

of that botanical family, Leguminosae, the pea family, produce their 
own nitrogen.

• Do spray your roses with Uncle Tom’s organic, and next month comes 
an organic recipe to stem black spot . Interested? then order black 
soap in readiness.

• Making a hanging basket? No need to buy a coir liner It may be lined 
with grass turves, sacking or a cut up old jumper, must be an earthy 
colour.

• Dahlias can be planted in the garden about the middle of May, just in 
case we have a frost, unlikely but possible.

• Time to buy in colourful bedding plants and that's it till next month’s 
recipe

*Inspiration from book by Sacha Langton-Gilks
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Page turners

For the readers amongst us it’s always interesting to hear what other 
people are reading and enjoying. There are several Book Clubs in 
and around the village with numbers ranging from small friendship 

groups to one with as many as 60 members some of whom participate 
online. Here are a few of their recent choices.

Melmoth by Sarah Perry
Sarah Perry is an Essex born writer who is 
perhaps best known for her novel The Essex 
Serpent, set in the Victorian period with its 
conflicts between religion and growing 
scientific knowledge against the evocative 
landscape of the Blackwater Estuary. She 
followed this success with her third novel, 
Melmoth, a very different, much darker 
story, described as ‘postmodern gothic’. 
Set during a freezing winter in Prague the 
author creates the perfect atmosphere for 
her recreation of the mythical Melmoth 
as a woman ‘cursed to wander the earth 
without home or respite’. Often nothing 
more than a dark presence glimpsed out 
of the corner of the eye the grim figure 
Melmoth appears as a perpetual reminder 
of the most dark and painful occasions of 
human suffering. It’s not an easy read but 
the group found it beautifully written and 
relevant in our own times when there is so 
much suffering in the world, of the need to 
bear witness.

Weyward by Emilia Hart
Another book that explores supernatural 
themes, Weyward deals with fear, 
superstition, persecution and the amazing 
strength of women. The book takes as its 
title the name that, in the medieval period, 

women accused of witchcraft took as their own name for themselves. The 
author weaves together the stories of three resilient women connected 
across five centuries all of whom experience the transformative power of 
nature. The group reported a very positive response to this novel.

Blackwater by James Henry
Blackwater is a suggested 
book club read with a 
strong local connection. 
This traditional crime novel 
is set locally and the well 
plotted narrative unfolds 
against the background of 
the misty landscape of the 
Essex marshes and mudflats 
during a grim, snowy winter. 
The story takes place in the 
late 1980s when a newly 
formed team of detectives 
based in Colchester is 
confronted with a series 
of killings sparked off by 
the arrival of a shipment of 
drugs on the Essex coast. 
The author is very skilled at 
portraying period detail and 
police procedures at a time 
before computers, digital 
communications or CCTV. 
Crime fiction is, so I’m told, 
the most popular genre and 
this book, by James Henry, the first in a series of detective novels set in 
Essex, is sure to capture the interest of local crime fans!

Bibliophile wonders whether book groups are primarily of interest to 
women? If there are any groups with more diverse membership please 
get in touch with your choices.
“Bibliophile”
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Nature Notes - Woodpeckers

There are three breeding species of woodpeckers native to this 
country the Green, the Greater Spotted, and the Lesser Spotted. I 
am very fortunate as I have two of them as visitors in my garden, 

both the Green Woodpecker and the Greater spotted. They are by no 
means residents they just pop in from time to time to check up and to 
see if I am okay and have a feed. The Greater spotted goes on the nut 
feeders eating peanuts whereas the Green is a ground feeder, feeding 
on ants, other small insects and vegetation. All woodpeckers are of 
course woodland species and I am very fortunate in so far as I have a 
strip of woodland just over the road about 75 yards from my kitchen 
window. I find the names 
of the two spotted species 
very confusing (but it 
doesn’t take much to 
confuse me these days!). 
The ‘lesser’ and ‘greater’ is 
a reference to the size of 
the bird but it seems to 
imply that it is a reference 
to the spots or flecks of 
white on the plumage. 
So let’s put it straight the 
Greater spotted is the 
size of a thrush and the 
Lesser spotted is the size 
of a sparrow. The Greater 
spotted is all black on its 
back and the top side of 
its wings, but the Lesser 
spotted has lots of white 
specks on both wings and 
back. Both have crimson 
vents and the males of 
both have crimson naps or caps. I have never had the privilege of 
seeing a lesser spotted woodpecker in the flesh. The thing which 
prompted me to write about the wood peckers this month is the 
fact that I had three in my garden at the same time one morning this 

week, two greater spotted 
females feeding on my nut 
feeders at the same, with 
a green one on the grass. 
The green one is very 
wary if I move a muscle 
it’s off but the other two 
are quite brazen, almost 
tame until I reach for my 
phone. I think they are 
camera shy. One thing that 
amuses me about them 
is the way they use their 
strong thick tails as a perch 
when they are feeding. It is 
a well-documented wood 
pecker feature, they do 
it all the time. The tails of 
most birds are made up 
of a few nice straight feathers which are used to steady the bird in 
flight and they can present quite a problem when damaged. But not 
so the wood peckers, they have a great wodge of feathers and they 
are used extensively as a means of sitting comfortably whilst working 
away excavating holes in dead trees or trees with dead boughs. They 
only excavate dead or decaying wood to feed on the insect and larvae 
that live in decaying wood. There is a well-documented case of a Vicar 
complaining that a wood pecker was damaging his church but when 
a joiner climbed up to look at the damaged woodwork he found it 
was riddled with death watch beetle and he was able to stop it from 
spreading, so the woodpecker did them a big favour. They also nest 
in holes that they have excavated the only nesting materials are small 
wood chips. Another interesting feature of woodpeckers is their mating 
call once heard never forgotten, best described as a series of rapid 
clicks. It is quite loud and it carries a long way. They find a loose flap 
of bark and bang it against the tree using their beaks at the same time 
having their voice box full of air which helps to create an echo effect.

Mac Beanland

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker

Greater Spotted Woodpecker
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HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Braintree Road, Great Bardfield

E mail celestineiheme2016@gmail.com
 

Sunday Mass - 9.30 am
Weekday Services 

Tuesday to Friday 9.30 am
Rosary and Holy Hour – following Friday Mass

All welcome 

500K in May

Captain Sir Tom Moore, with his walking endeavours in his 100th 
year, inspired millions. In a more modest way I wish to walk half 
a million steps, 500k in May on behalf of Little Havens Children’s 

Hospice www.havenhospices.org.uk 
Little Havens is a specialist facility providing care and support to babies, 

children, and young people with complex or incurable conditions. From day 
care to end of life, Little Havens provides activity and a loving engagement 
for those under their care and importantly, for families in bereavement.

My wife and I recently visited to see at first hand the fantastic different 
activity centres, the specialist pool, individual rooms and the wonderfully 
landscaped adventure gardens and maze of cycle pedal car pathways. 
In its own way the hospice was filled with 
warmth, it seemede a happy place. But 
as I left, I wondered how a mum, or dad, 
sister or brother felt when they said their 
goodbye in leaving their loved one behind. 

For those in need, Little Havens is with 
them each step of the way. Please help me as 
Tilly and I step out to help them. Go to www.
justgiving.com/page/chris-green-walking

or scan the Q R code
Chris Green
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY
www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

As day length increases and the air becomes warmer, plants put out 
new shoots. Many insects emerge and birds pair up, preparing to 
breed. Since the 1960’s the average minimum winter temperatures 

have been rising. Snow fall is now a rarity, and frosty days are much less 
frequent. The current growing season is almost a month longer than 
50 years ago. Primroses and bluebells are opening earlier. Researchers 
recorded that the first flowering of some 406 plant species has advanced 
by almost a month since 1986! This has a knock-on effect for the time of 
emergence of pollinating insects such as bees and butterflies; some are 
adapting to the warmer climate. 

Hedgerow shrubs and trees are leafing and flowering earlier too, 
providing food for so many hungry caterpillars which are ideal food for 
nestlings. Hedgerows are a valuable wildlife habitat, often providing a 
living framework to the landscape and our rural heritage. Long-established 
hedges grow in soil that is rich in stored carbon and older trees within the 
hedgerow also hold large stores of carbon. 

A recent planning application to fell an ancient hedgerow oak close to 

Clavering led to a vigorous 
and successful campaign 
by residents to save it. This 
tree is now registered on 
the Ancient Tree Inventory, 
a record similar to the one 
for listed buildings. There 
are more trees in local 
hedgerows that could be 
recorded - details of how 
to do this can be found on 
https://ati.woodlandtrust.
org.uk/how-to-record. 

National Hedgerow 
Week organised by the Tree 
Council runs from 6th May 
to 12th May and is timed to showcase hedgerows resplendent with fresh 
new growth and full of wildlife. Please enjoy one or more of the many 
walks listed on the Society’s website - and consider recording some of our 
wonderful old trees.
Tricia Moxey
Trustee

Littlebury - bluebells in Howe Wood

Linton

Much Hadham - Hertfordshire Way
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T: 01371 832 032  M: 07870 907 497 
email: mail@paragoncourses.co.uk

www.paragoncourses.co.uk

PARAGON SCHOOL OF  
FURNITURE RESTORATION

SHORT COURSES IN
♦ Furniture Restoration
♦ French Polishing
♦ Scratch Repair
♦ Veneering
♦ Chair Seating
♦ Oil & Water Gilding
♦ Gilding Restoration
♦ Japanning

Furniture Restoration Classes  
CALL FOR AVAILABILITY

FURNITURE RESTORATION 
SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE

Advertising Section
WHIST, SOLO, BRIDGE, CANASTA  
Play and/or Learn Michael Reid 811856

SINGING LESSONS  
Adults, Youths, Vocal work: overcoming strain.  
sherikershaw.com or sherikershaw@gmail.com

ESSEX TREE STUMP GRINDING  
For all your tree stump removal needs, however large or small.  
https://essextreestumpgrinding.co.uk or (07971) 648879

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY  
I have been delivering newspapers while the Co op has been closed and 
would like to continue this service. For more info contact  
Charlotte Glover 01799500951 or email charlotte.glover@hotmail.co.uk 
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B u i l d i n g  f u n  m e m o r i e s  a n d  
l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s  f o r  l i f e  w i t h  S c o t t  F o r b e s !

F u n  a n d  C a r e  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  
o f  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  S c o t t  F o r b e s

For more information go to our website:  
https://www.scottforbesfitness.co.uk or call: 07812 020417

Forbesy Litt le  K ick ing Cubs

M y  s o n  h a d  T H E  b e s t  t i m e  o n  S a t u r d a y - s o 

m u c h  f u n !  G r e a t  i d e a  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s .”

Forbesy K ids’ Bir thday Par t ies

" M y  s o n  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  b i r t h d a y.  Fr o m 

s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  i t  wa s  f a n t a s t i c .”

Forbesy K ids’ Camps
“ M y  k i d s  h a v e  n o t  s t o p p e d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a n t a s t i c t i m e  t h e y  h a d  –T h e y  m i s s  i t  a l r e a d y !  T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h 

f o r  t a k i n g  s u c h  g o o d  ca r e  o f  t h e m .”
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BARDFIELD  
COUNTRY INTERIORS

The Old Stores, High st, Gt Bardfield CM7 4SP
01371 810110 or 07837 606631

Decorative items for the home 
Hand painted furniture

Stockist for Frenchic Paint

Iron Orchid Design, decorative tranfers,  
stamps and moulds

Little Greene Paint co
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The Hawthorns Braintree  |  Tortoiseshell Way  |  Essex  |  CM7 1TD

W H Y  WA I T ?
Live safe and well in a unique studio, 1-bed or 2-bed apartment  

at the Hawthorns, a warm and friendly all-inclusive rental  
retirement community for the over 70s.

 “My mother-in-law moved into the Hawthorns Braintree, which is quite 
simply the most wonderful place for her to reside. This life-changing 
move has enriched our lives so much that it often brings happiness  
and positive emotions when we visit. The entertainment manager  

is a breath of fresh air and has encouraged her to attend activities.  
At 83 she now does Tai Chi, yoga, and bingo!”

01376 778212  |  hawthornsretirement.co.uk
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Countryside 
s e r v i c e s
oi l  boi lers • heating • tanks

• Servicing
• Commissioning

• Breakdowns
• Oil Tanks

James Yearley M: 07734 801066  
E: countryside.services @hotmail c8896

OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY 08:30 - 17:30

WEDNESDAY 08:30 - 18:00

THURSDAY 08:30 - 18:00

FRIDAY 08:30 - 18:00

SATURDAY 08:00 - 16:30

SUNDAY 09:00 - 15:00
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YOUR  
ADVERTISEMENT COULD BE 

HERE 

Enquires to
advertising@bardfieldtimes.com

Kate Fox 01371 810111
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CARPENTRY
&

GENERAL
BUILDING

Specialising in all types of carpentry;
doors, floors, stairs, bespoke

woodwork, decking, repairs and
outdoor structures

CHRIS YARROW

For a no obligation quote please

contact me:

M: 07872 514 779 

E: chrisyarrow1976@gmail.com 
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Mercer & Hughes
 Veterinary Surgery

Great Dunmow 
01371 872836

5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate 
Great Dunmow CM6 1HD

Saffron Walden 
01799 522082
14 Radwinter Road 

Saffron Walden 
Essex CB11 3JB 

24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

Stansted 
 01279 813780 
80 Cambridge Road 

Stansted Mountfitchet 
Essex CM24 8DA

Braintree 
01376 743893 

175 - 179 Church Lane
Bocking Braintree 

Essex CM7 5SG
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07882 03996007882 039960

ELECTRICIAN

www.b i rdonawi re .ne twww.b i rdonawi re .ne t
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CODE: ROE011
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HIGH STANDARD OF WORK ON
PERIOD AND MODERN HOMES

Painting & Decorating
Woodwork & Plastering

Gutters Repaired or Replaced
Fencing and

Much, Much More

CONTRACTS OR ONE OFF JOBS
PLEASE TELEPHONE 07783 066326
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R & D Painting and 
Decorating Service

Call mobile 07501 968205  
or Email robertcandler@aol.com

Free quotes, no job too small

Robert Candler
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VILLAGE CHANNEL SWEEP 2024/25 
BDC  WILL VISIT THE VILLAGE ON TUESDAY 21 MAY,  

WEDNESDAY 21 AUGUST, THURSDAY 21 NOVEMBER  
AND TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 
 TO CARRY OUT THIS WORK

Mobile Library stopping in Dunmow Road  
on the following dates in 2024

21 March;  11 April;  2 May;  23 May;  13  June;   
4 July;  25 July;  15 August;  5 September;  26 September;  
17 October;  7 November;  28 November;  19 December

Between 11.10am and 11.40pm

MEETING FOR WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30am
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation  

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.

Everyone is welcome to join with us. Afterwards a chance to chat over tea or coffee.
For more information contact Sue Collins 01371 830457

CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING
Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area.  

For more information contact bardfieldquakers@gmail.com or 01371 810386

BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial

MEETING for WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.
Everyone is welcome to join with us.

Afterwards a chance to chat over Tea or Coffee.
CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING.

Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area
Already used by the WEA, Heart    Song group, the Craft

Market, The Horticultural Society and Bardfield Folk Club.

For information about Sunday Meeting
or to hire the Meeting House contact

Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457

BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial
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TOWN HALL DIARY
May 2024
Wednesday 1st   Bardfield Players   5.00pm
Thursday 2nd   Bardfield Players Performance  7.00pm
Friday 3rd   Bardfield Players Performance  7.00pm
Saturday 4th  Bardfield Players Performance  7.00pm
Sunday 5th  Bardfield Players               10.00am
Tuesday 7th  Dance fit class    9.30am
   Mobility class                10.45am
   Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 8th   Badminton    7.00pm
   Parish Council meeting   7.00pm
Friday 10th  Cinema Club    7.00pm 
Tuesday 14th  Dance fit class    9.30am
   Mobility class                10.45am
   Tuesday club    2.00pm
   Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 15th  Badminton     7.00pm
Sunday 19th   Private Function               11.30am 
Tuesday 21st  Dance fit class    9.30am
   Mobility class                10.45am
   Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 22nd  Badminton    7.00pm
Friday 24th  Art show set up    4.00pm
Saturday 25th  Art show set up    4.00pm
Sunday 26th  Art show                11.00am
Monday 27th  Art show                11.00am
Tuesday 28th  Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 29th Badminton    7.00pm
Friday 31st  Set up for Function.   6.00pm

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen and catering equipment, 

sound system with hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.

Enquiries and bookings   bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com

Great Bardfield Parish
Clerk to the Parish Council

Councillors

Braintree District Council
Councillors Cllr Michael Staines

Cllr Mark Ault
Police

Little Bardfield Parish
Chairman of the Parish Council

Clerk to the Parish Council

Uttlesford District Council
Councillor

Bardfield After School & Breakfast Club
Bardfield Carpet Bowls Club

Bardfield Charities
Bardfield Players

1st Finchingfield Scout Group

Muddogs Youth Football

Gt Bardfield Primary School
Gt Bardfield Pre-School
Gt Bardfield Allotments 

Gt Bardfield Historical Society
Horticultural Society

Parish Priest Great & Little Bardfield
Catholic Priest

Town Hall Bookings
Tuesday Club

Great Bardfield Bell Ringers
Refuse Collections

Mobile Library

Museum and Cage

Community Information Point (CIP)
The Samaritans

clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111
Carolynne Ruffle (Chair) 810986 
Paul Kennedy 810540
Darren Hockley 810836  
Peter Walmsley 07843 498253
Lynsi Hayward-Smith 07515 398402 
Janet Dyson 07957 483207 
Iain Graham 07831 595555

LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com
Andrew Davies davies@farmline.com
Kate Rixon 01371 404 321
LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com

Cllr Mike Tayler  
cllrtayler@uttlesford.gov.uk
Pat Moore 07767 413055
Clifford Richardson 810782
Nick Holland 07795 280647 
Ian Ruffle 810986 
Mark Wells 810447 
mark.2millside@btinternet.com
Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007
www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk
admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 810252
Kathy King 811580
jonathan6davies@gmail.com
tim_regan82@hotmail.com
Linda Prior 811641
Fr. Alex Shannon 01371 810309/07483 878659
Fr Celestine 810428
bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
Marilyn Edwards mazjedwards@yahoo.co.uk
Nick & Sarah Holland 810209
Gt. Bardfield Tuesdays from 7am 
L. Bardfield Thursdays from 7am
Little Bardfield, Styles, Thurs 10am fortnightly
Gt Bardfield Town Hall, Thurs 11.15am fortnightly
Every Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday from 
Easter to the last Sunday in  
September 2.-5.30pm.
Thurs and Sat 10am -12 noon 01371 811975
01245 357357

07922 487666
07963 744481
for non-emergency enquiries dial 101
for emergency enquiries dial 999
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