
 

GREAT BARDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 14 OCTOBER 2015 
 

Present Cllr Ruffle (Chair), Kennedy, Graham, Hockley, Slemmings, Walsh 
 

In attendance:  Tony Hayward, Peter Keynton  
 

PUBLIC FORUM 
 
The Chairman welcomed members of the forum and explained the procedure. 
Mr Keynton raised his concerns regarding the proposed development in Braintree 
Road.  Mr Hayward explained he had recently attended the AGM of the EALC, from 
which he had retired after 36 years’ service and was pleased to pass on the gavel 
and stand with which he had been presented as he felt it could be best used by the 
Parish Council. 
 
 
1.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Finance Statement – Cllrs Slemming (item 7) and Ruffle (item 12) 
Planning – Cllr Graham (15/01215/FUL) 
 
2.  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies had been received from:-  
Cllr Dyson – holiday. 
Cllr Walsh - would be detained at an earlier meeting.  
Councillors Tattersley and Schwier - District Council business. 
 
4.  CLERK’S REPORT 
 
Finchingfield Bridge: As requested, the Clerk had written to the relevant Cabinet 
Member at ECC and the Chair of Finchingfield PC to confirm their support for the 
concerns of residents and businesses in both parishes.  
 
Glebe Meadow:  Father Beaken confirmed that the land had been let to a new 
tenant and it is hoped that a new gate will be installed in due course.  At the moment 
there is a temporary barrier and the position will be monitored.  
 
Village Map:  The wording needed to be clarified but it was hoped this was the final 
amendment before installation.  
 
Right to Buy Scheme:  The Clerk had responded to James Cleverley MP’s letter – 
thanking him for taking our concerns forward but emphasising that that the Housing 
Minister’s comments were unsatisfactory and that it was essential that affordable 
housing remained in the rental sector.  
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Trees – Bendlowes Road:  The Clerk had contacted Network Power and sent 
photographs of the area concerned; they required a contact name for visiting the site 
and Cllr Kennedy was willing to be the contact point. 
 
Grass Cutting:  MDLandscapes will be contacted regarding the Causeway footpath 
and chase requested work on Castle Shot verge.  The Clerk will also ask ERH to 
look at maintenance of the hedging. 
 
 
5.  FINANCE 
 

  PAYMENT TO AMOUNT 
CHQ. 
NO. 

POWERS 

1 E-on  £124.72 D/D Parish Council Act 1957 

2 A&J Lighting Solutions £67.50 S/O Parish Council Act 1957 

3 Powergen D/D re Pavilion Supply wef May 15 £18.00 D/D Local Gov(MP)Act 1976 

4 Anglia Water  £7.00 D/D  Local Gov(MP)Act 1976 

5 Community Information Point £70.00 D/D Local Gov Act 1972 

6 CW Low & Son Ltd £344.40 147 Open Space Act 1906 

7 S Slemmings Raffle Tickets £41.04 148 Open Space Act 1906 

8 Essex Air Ambulance £100.00 149 Local Gov Act 1972 

9 Dunex Signs "Hornets" warning signs £36.00 150 Local Gov Act 1972 

10 Atlantic Vision Domain Address £118.80 151 Local Gov Act 1972 

11 BDC Small Society Lotter Registration £20.00 152 Local Gov Act 1972 

12 Employee 1 £498.63 153 Local Gov Act 1972 

13 HMR&C Tax £124.80 154 Local Gov Act 1972 

14 Employee 2 - reimburse Strimmer Service £112.00 156 Local Gov Act 1972 

  £1,682.89   

  
The sum of  £1670.00     to be transferred to meet the above payments 

           Proposed Cllr  Graham     Seconded Cllr Kennedy 

COMMUNITY INFORMATION POINT     
          
  BT Broadband Acc 37324132 £21.00 D/D Local Gov Act 1972 

  BT Landline 810327 Acc 37653521 £23.00 D/D Local Gov Act 1972 

  BT Internet Line Acc 37653522 £26.00 D/D Local Gov Act 1972 

          

    £70.00     

          
MONIES RECEIVED     

  Bridge End Youth FC £25.00     
  BDC Precept 2nd Tranche £13,650.00     
  HMR&C VAT Apr-Sept Refund £908.31     
          

ACCOUNT BALANCES AS AT 03/10/15     
  Treasurers Acc 17956560  £454.33     
  Business Call Account  00195929 £72,290.42     
  Special Projects Account  00655423 £6,434.03     
  New Pavilion Account  00710238 £52,239.42
    £131,418.20     
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6. PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
 
Songsters & Greenacre:  There had been various enquiries regarding these two 
properties which have been on the market for some months.  It is understood one 
property has been sold but until a formal application is received any development 
proposals could not be discussed in detail. 
 
Braintree Road Development – Public Presentation:  Sworders, who had hosted 
the presentation on behalf of the applicant, had forwarded the comments made by 
residents at the event, as requested.  Once a formal application is received the 
matter will be discussed in more detail when residents’ views will be taken into 
consideration.    
 
15/01162/FUL Camellia Cottage, 6 Corniche: retrospective application – UVPC 
conservatory.  This property is in the Conservation Area and, taking into account a 
recent decision regarding a very similar application, it was agreed that consistency 
should be maintained.  Members were unable to support this application                      
although it was acknowledged that the applicant may have been badly advised. Cllr 
Ruffle would make reference to this in her BT report.  
 
15/01215/FUL Beaumont Bridge Street :  Porch and garage to side.  There were 
no objections to this application.  
 
 
7.  PLAYINGFIELD/PAVILION 
 
Cllr Slemmings gave an overview of the position.  The quotations received from both 
companies were very competitive in content and price.  However, with the removal of 
the fencing element one came close to the original budget figure and it was agreed 
fencing was something that could be looked at as a separate item.  Now that the 
project was moving forward the Clerk would contact BDC regarding the 106 moneys.  
A meeting was also to go ahead with the contractor undertaking certain groundworks 
without charge; Cllr Walsh and Slemmings would arrange this.  
 
8.   POLICE 
 
Unfortunately the situation regarding the communications had not improved and in 
fact recent press announcements confirmed that numbers would continue to reduce 
and Neighbourhood Police Team disbanded. 

 
9.  HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT 
 
(a) Local Bus Service Network Review Consultation:  Changes proposed would 
have a minimal impact on the service presently received by Great Bardfield.  
However it was felt that that gaps in the system were unfortunate.  There was still no 
Sunday or evening services and the omission of a journey to Dunmow where there 
are connections to the wider area including Stansted should be flagged up in the 
Council’s response.                                                         
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Cllr Walsh arrived at this point - 9.00 pm 
 
Demand Response Transport (DRT) Services:  This is put forward as an alternative 
way of “providing bus access to key services from rural areas with low or very 
dispersed populations”.  However the disadvantages are that it has to be booked in 
advance; there is no Sunday service; can be quite costly and journey destinations 
and pick up times are restricted. 
 
Overall the situation for rural areas was still disappointing and the Clerk was asked 
to respond accordingly. 
 
 
Pavement Parking – Brook Street:  Members discussed the request from a 
resident for the installation of bollards on the wide pavement in Brook Street to 
prevent vehicles parking.  Although pavement parking was undesirable, other areas 
of the village were also affected, mainly because properties did not have off road 
parking and there was no alternative.  Brook Street was a busy area of the village 
with the nearby school and Co-op and this has always been the case.  It was agreed 
that the installation of bollards was not an acceptable solution and it was proposed 
that the request be refused; this was unanimously agreed.  The Clerk would respond 
accordingly and continue to chase ECC to reinstate the Keep Clear and School road 
signage.   
 

 
10. COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 
 
As previously discussed and agreed, the Council will establish two new Committees:  
 

(a) Human Resources Committee: Cllr Walsh proposed that the Chair and Vice 
Chair should sit on this Committee – agreed; they would be joined by Cllr 
Kennedy.   

 
(b) Environment Committee: this would now encompass the existing Footpath 

Committee together with village maintenance and improvements.  The 
membership would remain as the existing Footpath Committee:  Cllrs Walsh, 
Hockley, Kennedy and Graham. 
 

 
11. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  
 
Footpaths:  Cllr Kennedy reported on his meeting with Shirley Anglin, PRoW and 
Localism Officer and Adam Jenkins PRoW officer from ECC, on 24 September.  
They explained how the Parish Paths Partnership (PPP) scheme works.  The work 
covers footpaths and bridges, way marking and directional posts. It would be PC 
lead but other residents were welcome to be part of the PPP and if we were 
interested we should advise ECC of the Parish Council’s approval.  There were 
some financial benefits as well as training courses available and membership would 
commence from April 2016.  It was unanimously agreed to re-join the PPP scheme 
and in the meantime the Clerk would check on insurance cover for participants. 
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Litter:  This was a noticeable problem in the area of the Co-op.  The Council had 
been negotiating with the Manager in regard to a replacement bin which was 
damaged by one of their delivery vehicles.  However it is understood that the 
Manager has moved on to another store and the Clerk was asked to write to the Co-
op requesting that the bin be replaced and that help is given in keep the area litter 
free. 
 
Trees:  A resident of Durham Close is concerned about the safety of a tree in the 
area of her property and Cllr Walsh will carry out an inspection.   
 
Castle Shot – Verge and Hedge.  The Council’s contractor will be chased regarding 
the request to cut the verge and ERH will be asked if they could attend to the 
hedging which has become unkempt.  
 
 
12.  CORRESPONDENCE  
 
A suggestion had been received from a member of the Quaker church for a bench to 
be placed at or on the Memorial Green.  However this wasn’t considered a suitable 
place especially in view of the fact that a bench that had previously been removed 
from the area following complaints that it was attracting “noisy youths late at night”.  
 
 
13. ITEMS OF REPORT 
 
Police:  Cllr Walsh advised that he had been delayed because he had attended a 
meeting at which Sgt Martin Richards gave an update on the current situation.  He 
confirmed that of the 26 existing Sgt/PC/PCSO combination this would reduce to 15 
working in 24/7 shifts to cover both Braintree and Uttlesford Districts and there would 
be just two offices left, located in Saffron Walden and Braintree.  The response time 
for rural areas would be 19 minutes.  Manpower would now be focusing on human 
trafficking, sex abuse and serious crime.   
 
Playingfield Access:  For information it was noted that a resident of Bendlowes 
Road had been allowed access to enable a delivery to be made via her garden.  
 
 
14.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 11 November 2015 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm       
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