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ARTISTS OF GREAT BARDFIELD  Peter Keynton  

 
 moved to Great Bardfield nearly 40 years ago but despite being 
interested in the history of Art I knew nothing about the Bardfield artists. 
My interest then focussed on the more Classical artists and the French 

impressionists.  As an aspiring artist I had always enjoyed working with 
pastels and I also used oil paints but felt that watercolour was too difficult. 
However, after taking evening classes about 15 years ago I now enjoy the 
challenges they present. My experiences have given me an insight into 
how skilled Bawden and Ravilious were, although very different in their 
artistic styles. I have also produced lino cuts and cardboard cut work, used 
for the Town Hall picture above, entitled ‘Wild night at the Town hall’.  This 
technique has been used by Bardfield artist Sheila Robinson and also by 
Chloe Cheese. With the cardboard as well as cutting away you can add 
to the surface for other effects and textures. The annual Town Hall art sale 
continues the tradition of the Bardfield artists in the village. The growing 
success has been rewarding for me as an organiser and encouraging for 
other local artists. To be considered a Bardfield artist is humbling and I feel 
that the story of the original artists is a unique aspect of the history of Great 
Bardfield, setting it apart from other picturesque and historic places in 
North Essex. 

I



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bardfield Cinema Club 

Great Bardfield Town Hall 
Doors Open 7.30pm         Film Starts 8.00pm 

Members free         Non-members £7 

Friday 6th February 
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Editorial  

ur cover photo, ‘Winter Walk’, captures beautifully the 
atmosphere of a bright winter’s day: white-frosted leaves 
crunching underfoot, bare tree branches silhouetted against a 

soft blue sky, the afternoon sunlight casting long shadows of the warmly 
wrapped walkers on the path. It gives a feeling that Spring may not be far 
away. With Spring in mind the Poetry Group is hosting an event for poet 
Kevin Crossley-Holland who will read and discuss his new collection, 
Spring, on Feb.21st (See p. 23). Here’s one of his poems: 

Spring Fever 
Spring-loading, springboard 
spring-watch, spring flood … 
Wings thrashing 
in a quiet wood 
Even if I could I would not  
tame my whirling blood. 

We are sorry to be losing one of our long-serving members of the BT 
Team - Anna Bass. Anna has been a contributor and distributor of the BT 
for the last 15 years and, together with Ray, set up and monitored the 
Community Facebook. Now, after 20 years in Bardfield, Anna and Ray 
are moving to Poole to live in the house where she was born. We thank 
them both for their contributions to village life and wish them happiness 
in the future. 
Last month we began a new series of articles on the inside back cover 
featuring some of the many artists of Great Bardfield, past and present, 
amateur and professional. In this issue Peter Keynton, one of the 
organisers of the Annual Art Show, shares his enjoyment of art and his 
love of Great Bardfield. In Nature Notes (p.16) Mac Beanland laments the 
disappearance of many once common birds from his garden. Is this 
something you’ve noticed? Could the culprits, as Mac suggests, be the 
red kites? What do you think? 
We are sad to report that Alan Jordan of Great Lodge has died peacefully 
at home at the age of 95. A memorial service will be held in Shalford 
Church on February 13th at 11am and afterwards at Park House. 
Janet Dyson 
Editor 

O
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Great Bardfield Primary School 

s we settle into the Spring Term here at school, the busy 
excitement of December already feels distant. In the lead-
up to Christmas, there were many moments that made us 

incredibly proud. Our youngest children performed a joyful and 
confident Nativity, while our Key Stage 2 pupils filled St Mary’s 
Church with their wonderful singing at the Carol Concert.  We were 
very grateful to Father Alex, who accompanied the children on 
piano and organ and generously gave his time to rehearse and 
perform with them, helping to make the evening such a special 
occasion for families and friends. 

We also enjoyed welcoming senior members of the community to 
our Carols and Mince Pies afternoon. It was lovely to see how much 
our visitors enjoyed the performances, and the children received 
many kind and encouraging comments, especially about the mince 

A

Aldridge Class enjoying our new play trail 
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pies!  Events like these are a reminder of the strong and supportive 
links between the school and the village, and I would like to thank 
everyone who helped make them so successful.  

Our Christmas pantomime visit to the Town Hall has quickly 
become a firm favourite.  Once again, it was expertly organised by 
our PTA and thoroughly enjoyed by both pupils and staff.  
December also brought a host of festive activities, including making 
Christingles at the church, Shop ‘til You Drop, writing letters to 
Father Christmas, class parties and plenty of seasonal fun. By the 
end of term, the children were full of excitement and festive cheer. 

Last term was an extremely busy one, particularly for our 
hardworking PTA. I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
everyone involved for their amazing fundraising efforts towards our 
new play trail. Their time, energy and commitment have been 
exceptional. I would also like to thank the school and village 
community for the generous donations which helped us reach our 

Aldridge class enjoying our new play trail 



4 

goal.  The encouragement and goodwill shown throughout the 
campaign has been truly appreciated and will have a lasting impact 
on the children for years to come. 
The Spring Term is an industrious time when children settle back 
into routines and focus on making progress in their learning.  We 
will be holding our usual learning review meetings and sharing mid-
year reports with parents over the coming weeks.  Getting to know 
every child as an individual remains at the heart of what we do at 
Great Bardfield Primary School. 
As we move through the winter months and look ahead to Easter, 
we are all hoping that snow - and the disruption it can bring - keeps 
its distance.  Instead, we look forward to lighter days and the first 
signs that spring is on its way. 

Liz Crow 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Pavilion 
Suitable for: 

 Children’s parties (adjacent to safe children’s area) 
 Exercise groups 
 Meetings 
 Musical group rehearsals 

                      …..and many, many more…… 
       Facilities include:  

 Fully heated 
 Small kitchen facilities 
 Tables and chairs 
 Toilets and washing facilities 
 Plenty of parking, with easy access. 
 

For details of hiring including hiring rates, or for a viewing, 
please contact Lily Purcell (caretaker) on 07808 079877 

The Pavilion Committee 
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GREAT BARDFIELD TOWN HALL 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 21ST MARCH    
 7.00 for 7.30 pm start 

 LICENSED BAR 

TEAMS OF 8 MAX 

£12 PER PERSON, INCLUDING SUPPER 

PAYABLE IN ADVANCE BY  

BACS, CHEQUE OR CASH 
To book and for bank account details please contact: 

Patricia on mrspwalsh@aol.com or 07971 627407    

Please let us know of any dietary requirements 
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Great Bardfield Parish Council Report 
December & January 
 
The Fountain 

A serious leak has been discovered affecting the supply of water to the 
Fountain in Brook Street. This Fountain is a listed structure, and the 
Parish Council understands how important it is to many residents, as well 
as its historical significance to the village. The Fountain was erected by 
Henry Smith, a local benefactor, in the 19th century, to provide clean water 
from a spring in the valley of the brook into the village. Work to the 
Victorian pipework will shortly be undertaken to identify and rectify the 
problem. The water may need to be temporarily stopped for this work, but 
we aim to get the fountain flowing again.  This is an unexpected and 
significant expense for the Parish Council and will affect our budget for 
next year.  

The Parish Council also agreed the structure of the Fountain itself is in 
need of restoration and the possibilities of grant funding would be 
explored. 

Local Government Reorganisation 

The Parish Council has responded to the recent consultation on the 
proposed options for new Unitary authorities favouring no particular 
option but stressing the importance of a Parish Council’s role and good 
communications with any new body which will replace the current two-tier 
District Council and County Councils. 

Essex County Council and Braintree District Council had proposed three 
unitary councils across Essex with the North comprising Braintree, 
Colchester, Tendring and Uttlesford.  The Secretary of State is expected 
to make a decision in March. 

Playground Repairs 

The annual safety inspection has taken place. Some repairs are required 
to the play equipment, and these will be undertaken as soon as possible. 
Additional bark will also be supplied. 



 

7 

Planning Applications 

Park Hall, Braintree Road – Substantial rebuild and renovation of an 
historic barn (part retrospective) and conversion into an annexe for 
leisure use, ancillary to the main dwelling. 

The Parish Council did not object but agreed with the Historic Buildings 
Officer (HBO)’s requirement for some significant conditions to be met by 
the applicants to protect this barn.  

Tree Work in the Conservation Area 

The Old Vicarage, Braintree Road: No objections. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

The latest consultation on Great Bardfield’s Neighbourhood Plan ended 
on 26th January. The next stage is for the Plan, all supporting 
documentation and responses to be reviewed by an independent 
examiner. Once this is completed the village will be invited to vote in a 
referendum to accept the Plan which will then have legal weight in 
planning application processes affecting Great Bardfield and surrounding 
areas (the whole parish). 

Housing Needs Survey 

Following on from the Housing Needs survey we undertook with support 
from the Rural Community Council of Essex a few months ago we now 
have the results. These will inform the PC whether it would benefit 
residents if a small-scale development of affordable housing for those 
with a local link to the village (like those at Castle Shot and Northampton 
Meadow) should be considered. 

Highways 

Following a recent site visit by members of Essex Highways when the 
Parish Council stressed the dreadful state of the pavements in the centre 
of the village, we were pleased to see markings had appeared in some of 
the worst areas recently. However, we have subsequently been informed 
that these are to do with forthcoming work by Anglian Water. We can only 
hope that their reinstatement following these works improves these 
surface areas. 
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Bin Collections – February 2026 

Tuesday February 3rd  Grey Bin & Food Bin 

Tuesday February 10th Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin 

    Green Bin (for subscribers only) 

Tuesday February 17th  Grey Bin & Food Bin 

Tuesday February 24th Clear Recycling Sacks & Food Bin 

    Green Bin (for subscribers only) 

Next Parish Council Meetings 

The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 
11th February 2026, in the Committee Room at the Town Hall. Our 
meetings are open to the public. Please contact Kate Fox, Clerk, if you 
plan to attend on 810111 or by email at clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk. 

Carolynne Ruffle 
Chairperson 

 

Bardfield Horticultural Society 

Spring Show 
Saturday 14th March 

Great Bardfield Town Hall 

2.30 – 4.30pm 
 

Classes for adults, children, flowers, domestic, floral art, 
photographs and handicraft. 
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Horticultural Society 
espite the rather changeable weather we have had in January, 
there are signs of spring underway: the snowdrops and aconites 
are now in flower along with the hellebores - which are amazingly 

resilient together with 
the odd iris unguicularis.  
Several crocuses are 
beginning to show and 
daffodils are in bud; 
we’ve even had a few 
early flowers.  Winter 
shrubs are in flower, 
such as viburnum, 
winter jasmine, winter 
sweet and Daphnes.  
Cornus mass seems a 
bit late this year - so still 
a lot to enjoy. 
Our Annual Floral Art morning took place in December in the Quaker 
Meeting House.  The theme was ”A Seasonal Table Decoration”.  Mandy 
Boon was on hand to demonstrate, giving lots of useful tips and guidance.  
The morning was a great success, enjoyed by all the participants (and 
the helpers).  There were lots of lovely arrangements for people to take 
home and enjoy.  Also, there was an excellent raffle with great prizes and 
homemade cakes, which were much appreciated. 

 
Spring Talk 
Our first meeting in 2026 will 
be on Saturday, February 
28th at 2.30pm in Bardfield 
Town Hall.  This will be a talk 
entitled “60 Must have 
Plants” with our speaker Dr 
Andrew Ward, owner of 
Norwell Nursery and Gardens 
in the Midlands.  Andrew 
trained as a plant breeder and 

D

Ladies enjoying the Floral Art morning 

More creations at the Floral Art morning 
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opened the nursery and gardens with his wife, Helen, over 30 years ago.  
The couple came to Norwell in 1994, it had always been Andrew’s dream 
to start a nursery, and the south-facing, sloping two-acre field set behind 
a row of cottages in the pretty Nottinghamshire village offered great 
potential, despite heavy clay soil and brambles that needed clearing 

before the rewards of 
growing plants could 
be enjoyed.  The site 
also proved to be a 
potent frost pocket, “In 
the bitter winter of 
2010, we had quite a 
shock, enduring five 
nights of -18°C and 
one of -20°C. That’s 
cold enough to kill 
bone-hardy plants if 
they are growing in 
pots. As a result, we 
tell visitors that if a 
plant grows here, it will 
be hardy more or less 
anywhere in the UK.”  
It is a small nursery 

specialising in choice and unusual herbaceous perennials and alpines. 
The nursery is based around a one acre “Plantsman’s garden” which 
holds over 2,500 different varieties of plants. It has featured in many 
magazines including Country Life, Gardens Illustrated and the RHS 
Magazine.  Dr Ward also holds the National Collection of hardy 
Chrysanthemums and Astrantias.  In 2025 the Royal Horticultural Society 
presented Andrew with the prestigious Alan Bloom award.  He will be 
bringing plants for sale — so be prepared! 

Tickets are available from Linda Prior (07969 184845) or Lynne Joyce 
(01371 810524) or by electronic payment-see below.  £10 for members 
and £12 for non-members.  This will include tea, coffee and homemade 
cakes.  There will also be a raffle and a lucky ticket draw. 

Norwell Nursery and Gardens 
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You can renew your membership or join BHS at this meeting if you 
haven’t already done so.  Annual Membership is £5.00 pp and has the 
benefits of reduced prices to our events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Spring Show 

Our Spring Show will be held in the Town Hall on Saturday, March 14th.  
The 2026 schedules will be available at the end of January / beginning of 
February.  We look 
forward to seeing all the 
spring flowers, bulbs, 
floral arrangements, 
domestic entries and 
photographs you have 
taken during the year, 
along with any handicrafts 
you have been creating 
over the winter months. 
There are a range of 
classes for children to 
enter and the display of 
entries from the school 
always generates plenty 
of praise and comments.   
We have introduced a 
novice class in the Spring 
Show: 3 daffodils.  So 
please see what you have available on the day and bring them along.  
There are also 2 novice classes in Summer Show, one for flowers and 

Cash payments to Lynne Joyce 01371 810524 
or 

Electronic payment as follows: 
Account name: Bardfield Horticultural Society 

Sort code: 09 01 55        Account number: 02585706 
Please put your surname and “membership” as the reference 

or please add “Spring Talk” if for tickets 
 

Beautiful primroses entered last year. 
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one for vegetables.  In the Summer Show we have also added a class for 
allotment holders.   
If you are interested in bringing and showing any hellebores you may 
have, please look at “Greenfingers” in this issue of BT as there are some 
very helpful tips on how to prepare them for the show.  Entries should be 
registered before 10.15am and staged by 10.30am.  The show will open 
at 2.30pm until 4.30pm when the trophies will be awarded.  There will be 
a tombola and raffle.  Refreshments and homemade cakes will be served 
for us by The Bell. 
Here is a recipe for you to try in advance of the show.  Not only do you 
get to enjoy the delicious cake but if you enter it into the show you could 
win a rosette or a trophy! 
 

Recipe for Orange cake                         
110 gm (4 oz) margarine 
110 gm (4 oz) caster sugar 
175 gm (6 oz) self-raising flower 
2 medium eggs 
Grated rind and juice of one orange 

 Grease and line a 15 cm (6”) cake tin. 
 Pre heat the oven to 180°C (Fan 160°C), 350°F, Gas mark 4. 
 Cream the margarine and sugar together until light and fluffy. 

Beat in the eggs one at a time followed by the orange rind. 
 Fold in the flour and mix in enough orange juice to produce a 

soft dropping consistency. 
 Transfer to the prepared tin and make a slight hollow in the 

centre of the mixture. 
 Bake in the centre of the oven for 50 – 60 minutes, until well 

risen and springy to the touch. 
 Leave to cool in the tin for 15 minutes before turning out. 

 

Are you new to Great Bardfield or an established villager? You will find a 
warm welcome at the Horticultural Society. Why not become a member 
and enjoy events, talks and visits arranged throughout the year.  Amazing 
Spring and Summer shows are held where you can demonstrate your 
gardening and baking skills. 
 

For any information about Bardfield Horticultural Society please 
contact Linda Prior 07969 184845 
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Greenfingers  
 little early to enjoy a garden? No fear, this is the month for lift off 
of Spring. Take a look at your plot, snowdrops, crocus and 
hellebores abound and shoots on flowering currant, ribes, are  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fattening. Too cold to linger? Then cut some flowering stems off the 
Hellebores and bring them inside. The easiest way to enjoy them is to 
float just the flower head in a shallow bowl. But, if they are put in a vase 
with perhaps hazel or dogwood stems and a few bought daffodils, hey 
presto, an arrangement like a professional florist.   
Question is, how do you prevent the hellebores drooping? Answer is, 
using a sharp knife score the stem from base up to the flower-head, score 
not cut through the stem. Then with a match burn the stem end, submerge 
fully in a sink or deep bowl and leave for several hours, they will now be 
ready to pop in the vase with its foliage waiting for this star of the show. 

What next? Perhaps prune the roses? But certainly, start on … 

A

Snowdrops and raindrops 



 

15 

Jobs for February  
 Cut off the diseased and 

overly large leaves to 
better show off the flowers 
of hellebores.  

 Cut down to 30cms the 
late small flowered 
clematis as they make 
new growth to flower July 
onwards - the variety will 
be of the Viticella group 3, 
look if you have the label.  

 Foxgloves readily seed 
and can appear anywhere; this is a good time to lift them and 
place them where you want them!  

 Sweet peas can be sown outside now, yes hard to believe but 
true. Doubt success? Then sow 3, 4 or 5 in a plant pot of 
compost and place into the growing position in April.  

 Start cutting down dead stems of plants, hoeing round them, 
handful of feed granules and fish compost. Warning, do not 
cut down penstemons until after Easter. 

 
I’ve just read the flower 
schedule for the Bardfield 
Horticultural Society 
Spring Show - hellebores 
in a class of their own plus 
stems in a vase, do not 
forget to burn the stem 
ends if making an entry.  
 
Good Luck! 
 
 

 

Hellebores in a bowl 

Clematis viticella group 
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Nature Notes: My Garden Birds  

riends who follow my notes and know me will know I am very fond 
of my little feathered friends, I often have 10 or 12 blue tits or mixed 
numbers of the tit family on my feeders at any one time, and long 

tailed tits arrive en masse in even greater numbers, have a quick feed 
and disappear.  My bird 
feeders are situated just 
outside my kitchen window 
and I can be working at the 
kitchen sink, which means I 
am only about 6 feet from the 
birds as they feed and they 
take no notice of me.  Other 
visitors include the odd 
sparrow, dunnock, nuthatch, 
woodpecker and dove.  On 
the ground I have a robin, 
blackbird, thrush and 
occasionally a pair of pied 
wagtails.  I also have a 
number of unwelcome 
visitors: jays, magpies, wood 
pigeons, and even the rooks 
from across the road if I 
throw scraps on the grass. 
Sadly, the last two months 
my garden has been bird-less, I am composing these notes part way 
through November and I am beginning to get worried about the situation.  
One would expect to see a big reduction in numbers of garden birds 
during September and early October due to several natural factors.  First 
there is lots of natural food and, this year in particular, loads of berries, 
fruit of all types and lots of seeds and nuts of every type due to the hot 
summer.   Secondly, a lot of birds go into a moult when they have finished 
breeding and keep to themselves until they are looking smart and pretty 
with a new set of bright warm winter feathers. Then I suppose some of 
them must think we have got the kids out of the way let’s go on a package 
holiday!  Ha Ha!  Seriously  there  has  been  a reduction  in garden  bird  

F
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numbers in the last few years and I am convinced that is due to the fact 
that we are no longer allowed to control magpies and jays.  It used to be 
quite an occasion when you saw a magpie and it was a rural tradition that 
if you saw a magpie you raised your cap and said “Good morning Mr 
Magpie,” but since the ban they have become one of the most common 
birds and it’s not unusual to see half a dozen of them feeding on road kill 
or some poor creature, and in the summer there were egg shells 
scattered on every foot path which they had taken from a nest and eaten 
the contents on a clear piece of ground. The only small birds who 
managed to foil these egg thieves are the ones who use nest boxes which 
magpies and jays can’t get into but fledgelings are still at risk when they 
first leave the nest and they also face the ever-increasing number of 
sparrowhawks which used to be rare. 
We recently had a very interesting talk at St Andrew’s Church by a young 
man from South Essex Wildlife Trust.  He was a jolly good entertaining 
speaker and made a lot of sense with most of what he said but there were 
a few things I disagreed with (due to the fact he had gone on for a long 
time and there were refreshments waiting I decided to keep quiet). I 
disagreed with the fact he said we are losing garden birds due to the fact 
there are more cats about.  Although I am not a cat lover, I have known 
times when there have been many more cats about, lots of them being 

A pied wagtail 



18 

feral cats living rough and killing to eat. In my experience cats will much 
rather go for rats, mice and rabbits than birds. Most people who are 
engaged with wildlife and conservation don’t like the thought of killing 
anything but sadly we must maintain a balance and we have far too many 
magpies and jays and far too little habitat for our garden birds. Most new 
houses that are being built have open plan gardens and sealed eaves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sadly, I have not yet answered the question of what has happened to my 
garden birds.  Fast forward to the end of December, I have emptied all 
the old food out of the bird feeders washed and refilled them with fresh 
food with very little result, I have got a few of the tit family visiting and the 
long tailed tits have been en masse a few times, they love the fat balls 
but they are not feeding on a regular basis like they used to do.  On the 
ground I have had brief visits from a thrush, a dunnock and two wood 
pigeons but I am rather sad.  I love seeing my little feathered friends.  One 
thing which has been brought to my attention recently is the fact that we 
have got as many as fifteen red kites flying together. ‘What are they 
feeding on?’ I wonder.  
Mac Beanland 

A Red Kite 
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The Tuesday Club 

e are a friendly group, which meets in the Town Hall on the 
second Tuesday of each month and which welcomes both men 
and women.  In 2025 we had a varied selection of speakers; 

including amongst others, an amusing account of Life in Schools from a 
retired Head Teacher, a hilarious recap from Sharon Gould of her various 
careers over fifty years, a return visit from Amanda Sutherland showing 
us how to Make Do and Mend, a brilliantly told tale of Borley Rectory from 
retired actor Bryan Thurlow and an interesting and poignant account of 
Will Edwards’ search for more details of his great uncle Harry, who died 
in WWI.  As well as our speakers we had a summer lunch trip to The Bell 
in Panfield, a games afternoon, Afternoon Tea, and Christmas Lunch in 
the Town Hall, enjoyed by everyone. 
Now we have 2026 to look forward to and we have some good speakers 
lined up. 
Our first speaker of the new year will be Bryan Thurlow, who on 10th 
February, will be taking on the role of a member of the Berkely Square 
Music Hall to deliver a potted history of the era of the music hall with 
songs, monologues and anecdotes.   He really is one not to be missed.    
To name just a few more of our line-up of talks for this year, we will have 
The Wonders of Norway, Confessions of a Coach Driver, Victorian 
Female Detectives, A Styling Masterclass and Adeline Patti – the original 
Diva.   All in addition to an outing in July and a Christmas Lunch to end 
the year in festive spirit. 
We had a record number of visitors in 2025, many of whom are now 
members, and we look forward to welcoming even more this year.  
Membership for the year costs £30, and includes all talks and 
refreshments, but if you would prefer to just come along to a talk which 
appeals to you, we would love to see you on that occasion, visitors pay 
£5 including refreshments.  There will be posters around the village each 
month, so feel free to just turn up for any which sound interesting, you will 
be very welcome.  Doors open at 2.00 and the meetings start at 2.30. 
Cherry Whitby     
 

For more details, please contact the Club Secretary 
Marilyn Edwards on 01371.810555 

W 
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 GREAT BARDFIELD TUESDAY CLUB 

MUSIC HALL MEMORIES 

 

A music hall presentation by  
BRYAN THURLOW 

We are delighted to welcome back Bryan, who, as a 
member of the Berkeley Square Music Hall 

Company, will present potted histories of the era with 
songs and anecdotes. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10th 2025 at 2.30pm 
GREAT BARDFIELD TOWN HALL 

 
Non-members of the Tuesday Club are very welcome 

Visitors: £5 per talk 
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Bardfield Horticultural Society 
 

60 Must Have Plants 

A talk by  

Dr Andrew Ward  
from Norwell Nurseries, Norfolk 

 

Saturday 28th February 2.30 pm  
GB Town Hall 

 
Plants for sale, raffle, tea, coffee, cake  

 
   Tickets:  £10.00 members  

£12.00 non-members 
  

From:  Linda Prior (07969 184845) 
Lynne Joyce (01371 810524) 
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Town Hall 
Happenings 

ur Christmas Carol Concert 
was a great success thanks 
to Bardfield Brass and 

Bardfield Choir. Mince pies and 
mulled wine were enjoyed by the 
sellout audience with standing 
room only.  
Looking forward into 2026 we have a Quiz Night on 21st March (See 
details elsewhere in BT). We are also arranging “An Audience with Henry 
VIII” on 25th April with tickets available from 1st March. The annual Art 
show will be on 24th and 25th May. 
Don’t forget our new website  www.greatbardfieldtownhall.com to see 
updates, events and contact details for tickets. 

John Maidman 
Chair Great Bardfield Town Hall 
 

O 
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Memories of Great Bardfield in Wartime 

1939-1945 
 recall that there were four public houses: the Three Horseshoes, the 
White Hart, the Bell and the Vine. The Americans from Great Saling 
used to cycle to Bardfield to drink and let their hair down!  The green 

by the school would be covered by bikes.   

There were two butchers.  All meat was on rations. Harry Stokes was 
where Stuart has his shop and Mr Bones was next to the Vine.  Opposite 
the Vine Mr Bloomfield had his shop selling Tobacco, sweets (also on 
ration) and soft drinks etc.  Mr Townsend sold batteries for torches, 
charged accumulators and repaired clocks and watches.  Mr Piper sold 
green grocery and veg all grown on land behind the houses opposite the 
shop in Bridge Street.  Where the Co-op is now, the shop was owned by 
Mr Campen who lived up at Walthams Cross.  There was also a hardware 
shop to the left of the fountain also owned by Mr Campen, he also owned 

I

Harry Dodds' Shop in Brook Street 
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a van which travelled around the villages selling grocery, paraffin and 
other goods.  
There was a Home Guard (like Dad’s Army) Mr Letts from Little Bardfield 
Hall was the Officer in Charge and had an Army Car, he was based at 
Brick House. The Home Guard formed up by the green in Great Bardfield 
and marched up to the Hall Meadows, behind Bardfield Hall, for target 
practice. On one occasion, one of the Home Guard got out of step, the 
Sergeant shouted out “Get in Step or I will kick your ankles.” The offender 

called out “Come and try it!” This then ended in utter chaos. Very much 
like Dad’s Army!  
We had air raid wardens, so if there was an air raid imminent, they would 
blow a police whistle. Each one had an area, Crown Street, Dunmow 
Road, Brook Street etc. The Vicar Rev Cartwright had Bendlowes Road 
but sometimes we boys would take the whistle from him and run around 
blowing it!  When “All clear!” came, a hand bell would be rung. A Pill Box 
was constructed on the wide area in front of the fountain, so all roads 
were covered. 
More to come … 

P G Morris 

Home Guard on Parade 
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Royal British Legion 
Finchingfield and District Branch 

Poppy Appeal 2025 

A huge thanks to all of you who helped us to achieve the 
magnificent total of £2,921-21p.  Special thanks to the 
Three Tuns who donated the proceeds of their Conker 
Competition. 

Carol Service 

We were most gratified with the attendance at our Carol 
Service in December.  We were honoured by the 
presence of Deputy Lieutenant Catharine Hutley and 
Justin Wrench, Chairman of Braintree Council. 

Looking forwards to events this year 

Beetle Drive in March.  Date to be confirmed. 

60s 70s and 80s Dance on 18 April.   See next issue for 
more details.  Hope to see you there. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has supported us in any way 
last year. 

 

Contacts:  Ivan Fleming (Chairman): 07525 751179 
isskhs@googlemail.com 

Janet Ridgewell (Secretary): 01371 810051 
janet.ridgewell510@btinternet.com 
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Wartime Memories  
urther to the comments from Peter Morris about the air-raid shelter 
at the school, I thought I would add a little bit more for younger 
readers. There was a pottery kiln in the shelter when I was at the 

school in the 50s and 60s, at a time when there were just four classrooms, 
three teachers, a headmaster and Mrs Wright in the office. School dinners 
were prepared by Mrs Wyatt and Mrs Ridgwell in the town hall and we 

had to walk there in all 
weathers.  
But back to the kiln, Mrs 
Charlotte Bawden would 
hold occasional pottery 
sessions for the older pupils, 
where we could roll out a 
piece of brown clay and 
drape it over one of her 
selection of smooth large 
stones and trim off the 

surplus. This was left to dry, then inverted and the stone removed and we 
had a bowl. This could then be painted or decorated with white clay slip 
before firing. Small bowls could have a groove added to the rim and we 
had an ashtray. (Imagine that today!) We also did free-form modelling 
with the grey clay and had to hollow it out to reduce the thickness. Not all 
pieces survived the firing process, but many successful pieces then found 
their way into the children’s classes in 
the Horticultural shows. I remember we 
also had a walk with her up to her 
house to see the layout inside the new 
studio. I was in the same year as Chloe 
Cheese, now an artist, daughter of 
artists Bernard Cheese and Sheila 
Robinson. Sheila was successful in 
getting her proposals for several GB 
Commemorative stamps accepted as 
did Edward Bawden although Ravilious 
was not so fortunate.  
Mike Lewis. (GBCPS 1958-64) 

F

Edward Bawden – Kew Gardens Stamp, 
1993 

Sheila Robinson – 900th Anniversary of Westminster 
Abbey Stamp, 1966. 
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HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Braintree Road, Great Bardfield 
E mail brittofather@yahoo.com 

01371 872550 or 07917 319811 
 

 

 

Sunday Mass – 9.30 am 

Saturday Mass – 5.00 at St John’s Thaxted 

Following the departure of Fr Celestine to South 
Woodford Parish, we are fortunate enough to welcome 

Rev Dr. Michael J. Britto, 
who is also parish priest at Dunmow.  

All welcome 
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From the Vicarage… 
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St Mary’s Church – Great Bardfield 

Services for February 2026 

Sunday 1 February 

Candlemas (The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple) 

9am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Cornish Hall End 

10.30am Benefice Communion Service – Great Bardfield 

4pm Sung Compline – Little Bardfield 

Sunday 8 February 

Second Sunday before Lent 

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Shalford 

9.30am Morning Worship – Finchingfield  

10.30am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield 

11am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Wethersfield 

4pm Sung Evensong – Shalford 

Sunday 15 February 

Sunday next before Lent 

9am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Finchingfield  

9.30am Morning Prayer – Shalford  

10.30am Sung Communion Service – Great Bardfield 

11am Family Service – Wethersfield 

Wednesday 18 February 

Ash Wednesday 

10.30am Sung Communion Service – Great Bardfield 

5pm Reflective Service for the beginning of Lent – Shalford 

8pm Said Communion Service – Finchingfield 
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Sunday 22 February 

First Sunday of Lent 

8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Great Bardfield 

9.30am Parish Communion Service – Shalford 

10.30am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield 

11am Family Communion Service - Wethersfield 

Regular Services and Events during the week 

Monday 

8.45am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield 

1.30pm ‘Faithful Fiction’ book club (1st weeks)  

Between the Lines, Great Bardfield 

Tuesday 

8.45am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield 

10am Baby & Toddler Group – Great Bardfield  

‘St Mary’s Munchkins’ story & song time with refreshments 

Thursday 

8.45am Morning Prayer – Wethersfield 

10am  Prayer Group (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks) 

Coffee Morning (2nd & 4th weeks) – Shalford 

Coffee Morning (3rd week) – Cornish Hall End 

10.30am Eucharist – Little Bardfield 

Friday  

8.45am Morning Prayer – Shalford 

 

Saturday 

10.30am (3rd weeks) Coffee Morning – Wethersfield 
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Time for you…  

With Julie 

Newly opened: Holistic Therapies available locally at my treatment 

room in Great Bardfield, Blush Beauty at The Blue Egg, and (by 

arrangement) local home visits. So if you feel you would benefit 

from Reflexology, Indian Head Massage or Hopi Ear Candles, please 

do get in touch today to book your appointment.  

I look forward to meeting you!  

Julie – 07967 989124 

Juliepavitt24@gmail.com 
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OPENING TIMES 
Tuesday 08:30 – 17:30  Friday  08:30 – 18:00 

Wednesday 08:30 – 18:00  Saturday 08:00 – 16:30 

Thursday 08:30 – 18:00  Sunday 09:00 – 15:00 

 

brookstreetbutcher@gmail.com               01371 810236 

Vegetables and fish also available 

Brook Street Deli 
Cheeses, Pies and 

Cooked Meats 

 
 

 

Opening Times 
Wednesday – Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm 
Saturday – Sunday 9.30am – 3.00pm 

Sourdough on Fridays and other fresh 
bread on Saturday 



34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

37 

 

 

 

 



38  



 

39 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.valetingdirect.com 
Mobile Car Valeting in Little Bardfield, Great Bardfield, Thaxted, 

Finchingfield, SaƯron Walden and surrounding areas 
Whatsapp:  07367 730973 
Phone number:  08456 526267    

01279 444399 
Email: enquiries@valetingdirect.com 
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EXECUTIVE CARS 

07971 972124 

Airports – Theatre – Events – Days Out 

Local / Nationwide 

Call for a Competitive Quote 

Reliable, Friendly, Local Lady Drivers 
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For further information and to join the 
project please contact; 
Rebecca Jordan on 07961078522 or 
Claire GriƯiths on 07983 823388 
Email: rebeccca@greatlodge.co.uk 
Bardfield Vineyard and Great Lodge Garden 
Great Bardfield, Braintree, CM7 4QD 

Project takes place every Tuesday morning 9.30 – 12.30, refreshments provided 
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   Zoey, Scott and the Team are delighted        
          to unveil a breakfast service on    
  Saturdays and Sundays 9am till 12.30pm.      
              Full menu on our website.   
        Please book to confirm your table! 

 

Opening Times for lunch and dinner service Wednesday to Saturday 
Lunch Service: 12pm to 3pm 

Dinner Service: 5.30pm to 8.30pm 
Pub opens at 12 noon Mon. to Sun. – see website for details 

 

The Bell looks forward to inviting both familiar faces and new 
visitors to experience our menus and a drink by the fire.  

Alongside the varied menu guests can continue to enjoy the 
Bell’s welcoming atmosphere, well-kept local ales, fine Bardfield 
Vinyard wines and the character that makes The Bell Inn a true 

community hub. 
01371 782030 

info@thebellinngreatbardfield.co.uk     www.thebellinngreatbardfield.co.uk 
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Physics Tuition 
 

Highly experienced qualified teacher and private tutor 
oƯering one to one A level and GCSE tuition. 

 

• Extensive teaching and tutoring experience across the full ability 
range  

•  Enhanced DBS certified 
•  Physics graduate and PGCE 
•  Lessons tailored to the requirements of the individual student 
•  Experienced with all main exam boards 
•  Help with revision/preparation before exams 
•  Based in Great Bardfield  
 

Contact Gary for all enquiries Mobile: 07821 535559 
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CODE:  ROE011 
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KS1/KS2 TUITION 
Qualified Primary School Teacher oƯering private tuition for 

English, Maths and Science. 
 

Personalised lessons, catering for individual needs. 
Enhanced DBS certified. Based Gt. Saling 

Enquiries Emma 07714939162 

Mobile Library stopping in Dunmow Road 
On the following dates 

    12-Feb, 5-Mar, 26-Mar, 16-Apr, 7-May, 28-May, 18-Jun, 9-Jul,  
30-Jul, 20-Aug, 10-Sept, 1-Oct, 22-Oct, 12-Nov, 3-Dec    

Between 11.10 and 11.45am 
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01371 513666 
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Town Hall Diary 

February 2026 
 
Tuesday 3rd   Dance Fit Class  9.30am 

   Mobility & Balance          10.30am 

Friday 6th  Cinema Club           7.30pm 

Tuesday 10th   Dance Fit Class  9.30am 

   Mobility & Balance   10.30am 

   Tuesday Club    2.00pm 

Wednesday 11th  Parish Council Meeting    7.00pm 

Sunday 15th   Private Function  11.00am 

Saturday 21st     School Quiz   7.00pm 

Tuesday 24th  Dance Fit Class  9.30am 

   Mobility & Balance   10.30am 

Saturday 28th  Horticultural Society  2.30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings. 
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen and catering equipment, sound 

system with hearing loop, free Wi-Fi, stage and meeting rooms. 
Enquiries and bookings:         bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com 
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 Great Bardfield Parish 
 Chair of the Parish Council Carolynne RuƯle 810986 
 Clerk to the Parish Council Kate Fox clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111 
 Councillors Janet Dyson 07957 483207 
  Iain Graham 07831 595555 
  Darren Hockley 810836 
  Peter Walmsley 07843 498253 
  Mark Wells 07788 318118 
  Richard Winsborough 07917462320 
 Little Bardfield Parish 
 Chair of the Parish Council Andrew Davies cllr.adavies@littlebardfield-pc.gov.uk 
 Clerk to the Parish Council Sophie Wolker clerk@littlebardfield-pc.gov.uk 
 Braintree District Council 
 Councillors Cllr Michael Staines 07922 487666 
  Cllr Mark Ault 07903 744481 
 Uttlesford District Council 
 Councillor Cllr Mike Tayler cllrtayler@uttlesford.gov.uk 
 Police for non-emergency enquiries dial 101 
  for emergency enquiries dial 999 
 

 1st Finchingfield Scout Group Mark Wells 810447 mark.2millside@btinternet.com
 Bardfield Charities Nick Holland 07795 280647 
 Bardfield Horticultural Society Linda Prior 07969 184845 
 Bardfield Players Ian RuƯle 810986 
 Gt Bardfield Allotments Adrian Thomson  
 Gt Bardfield Bell Ringers Nick & Sarah Holland 810209 
 Gt Bardfield Historical Society tim_regan82@hotmail.com 
 Gt Bardfield Pre-School Kathy King 811580 
 Gt Bardfield Primary School admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk  810252 
 Muddogs Youth Football Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007 
  www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk 
 Tuesday Club Marilyn Edwards mazjedwards@yahoo.co.uk 
  

 Parish Priest Gt & Lt Bardfield Fr Alex Shannon 810309/07483 878659 
 Catholic Priest Fr Celestine 810428/07440 394171 
 Town Hall Bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com 
 Refuse Collections Gt Bardfield Tuesdays from 7.00am 
  Lt Bardfield Thursdays from 7.00am  
 Bawden Room  Every Sunday & Bank Holiday from Easter  
   to the end of September 2.00 – 4.00pm 
 Community Information Point Thursday & Saturday 10.00am – 12.00 noon 811975 
 The Samaritans 01245 357357 
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