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Editorial

S

omeone commented recently that there were not enough pictures
of people on the BT covers. That may be because for nearly 2 years
there have been very few activities in the village, however, the
many reports and photos of events this month show that there’s been
a revival of village life. The excellent Boules Final featured on our cover
and thrillingly described by Madame Boules on page 12 attracted many
spectators on a glorious Autumn afternoon. Another very joyful occasion
was the Licensing of Rev’d Alexander Shannon in St Mary’s Church, Great
Bardfield. We welcome him and his family to our community and look
forward to working with them.
Please continue to send your photos. The many lovely pictures sent in
by readers during Lockdown featured on recent covers show how much
you love and enjoy the beautiful countryside around Bardfield and the
other villages of the Pant Valley. Sometimes we don’t realise how much
we value something until it’s gone. Reading that a planning application
has been submitted for 56 houses on land adjacent to Deer Park View, and
coincidentally looking through old copies of the Bardfield Times, I came
across this from the Editorial written by Rev’d Norman Clift in the Bardfield
Times of June 1987:
In a very moving passage quoted in the Times, 1931, G.K. Chesterton
said: “The English village was a miraculous relic … something that
could not be replaced. It was a thing not to be taken for granted … that
solid look of the village; the fact that the roofs and walls seemed to
mingle naturally with the fields and trees … a precious possession. The
village was in a real sense the Crown Jewels – irreplaceable.” Norman
concluded, ‘It always seems miraculous to me that there is so much
countryside still left in Essex and so near London; and here we are
very much favoured in living in two beautiful villages – but for how
much longer?’
Norman Clift, Vicar of Great Bardfield, was a keen local historian,
musician and a fine artist. He loved our village and its people. His words
resonate for us today. Let’s not take the things we love for granted.
Janet Dyson
Editor
Note: The plans for Deer Park View (21/03121/FUL) can be viewed online; deadline
for comments is November 17th www.braintree.gov.uk
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CHRISTMAS HAMPER
Hello neighbour,

Do you know anyone within Great and Little Bardfield who will (or will
you yourself ), be alone this Christmas and would appreciate a Christmas
Hamper? If so, please could you contact me with their name and telephone
number so that we can contact them and offer them one.
Like previous years, a group of people within the villages will donate
items to go into the hampers. However, this year I will be packing them
alone and making sure the items are isolated for the recommended period
(due to Covid) before being packed.
As people's circumstances can change, if you have received a hamper
in previous years and would like another this year you will also need to
contact me to confirm this.
Please call Joanne Magro-Boorman on 07590397178 by Tuesday 30th
November 2021.
Best wishes,
Joanne Magro-Boorman

Can you help?
Dear Readers,

I’m researching the history
of Brick House and the
people who lived, worked
and visited during the
time of artists Edward and
Charlotte Bawden, 19301970. If you have memories
of the house and people
during this time I’d love to
hear from you. Did you visit
the Open House Exhibitions Brick House, line drawing by Edward Bawden 1958
during the 1950s? Did you or
members of your family work for the artists? I’m particularly interested in any
memories of Charlotte Bawden who was very active in village organisations
during this period and also taught pottery at the village school.
Please email me: jm.dyson@btinternet.com
Many thanks,
Janet Dyson
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Frank Mills

T

he well-known retired
character actor Frank
Mills lived in Hawkspur
Green in Damions for many
years until his sad passing
after a short illness in
February 2021 just short of
his 94th birthday. The family
held a superb gathering
at The Notleys Golf Cub
on Sunday October 10
and would like to express
their appreciation for such
a warm response to their
invite to his extended
family, including his great grandchildren, his neighbours, and his many
friends to celebrate his very colourful and interesting life.
Frank was a wonderful guy to chat to and would always bring a smile to
your face, often revealing some amusing stories from his acting memories.
In over 50 years of stage and screen performances, he starred in at least
151 films and countless television episodes such as:
1964-1972 Dixon of Dock Green, 1970-1977 Z Cars, 1976 The Sweeny,
1979 Flambards & Rumpole of the Bailey, 1983-1991 Big Deal, 1984-86
The Bill, 1988-1996 Casualty, 1987-1999 Coronation Street, 1995-1997,
Heartbeat, 1997-2009 The Brief, 1996-2006 Midsomer Murders, 19962006 Lovejoy, 1998 Hetty Wainthrop Investigates, 2003-2005 Holby City,
2004 New Tricks, 2005 Oliver Twist, 2004 The Royal 2004, 2008 Foyle's War
& The Palace, 2008 The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes & Miss Marple, and
2009 Minder.
In some village dramas, he was often the local sitting at the bar who
would only divulge information if his pint glass was re-filled! There were
many theatre productions and pantomimes in which he particularly
excelled as the "Dame"!
He was a keen golfer and quietly very proud to have scored a "Hole in
One" at the Elsenham Golf Course. A great character who is sadly missed
from the Hawkspur Green community.
By Terry Cutmore
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Great Bardfield Parish Council report

Welcome to the new Priest-in-Charge
The Parish Council would like to welcome the new vicar of St Mary’s, Great
Bardfield. Revd. Alex Shannon was formally licensed and installed at a
special service on 20th October.
Reaccreditation – Local Council Award
Great Bardfield Parish Council were pleased to be re-accredited at
Foundation Level, by the Essex Association of Local Councils. This award
is for councils that have achieved a minimum set of standards to deliver
effectively for their communities and have all the required documentation
in place to operate lawfully, including policies on training for Councillors
and Officers. This Award is held by only 40 other councils in Essex.
Particular recognition must go to our Clerk, Kate Fox, who maintains all
documentation and policies, and attends all necessary training courses to
maintain our standards. Well done, Kate.
Drainage and Flooding
There have been a number of incidents in the last month, the most
serious being a blockage and subsequent overflow of sewage from
drains in Castle Shot and Bendlowes Road. Anglian Water had to make
several trips and some residents had the very nasty experience of dirty
water in their properties. We ask residents to avoid flushing items down
the loo such as nappies, sanitary items, wipes (even if the packaging
says they are biodegradable), cotton buds, make-up removal pads and
dental floss. All of these things should be disposed of in your bin. The
only items that can safely be flushed are wee, poo and toilet paper.
Also please no cooking fats should be disposed down plugholes. These
items all cause fatbergs or other blockages and our sewers are not able
to cope.
A leak on School Green has been reported to Anglian Water.
The Parish Council continue discussions with Essex County Council
on our concerns regarding solutions to prevent repeated flooding in the
village as we experienced last winter.
Highways and Pavements
We continue to report, and chase Essex Highways, regarding issues with
our highways and pavements. We have, again, requested that white
lining adjacent and opposite the Co-op be reinstated as these are no
longer visible, and drivers are parking in locations that prevent access to
residents’ properties.
4
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Planning Applications
Mill Cottage, Mill Road - Erection of two storey side extension and
associated works. The Parish Council had some concerns about the size
of the extension in relation to the existing cottage but did not object if
Braintree District Council planning officers are satisfied. Neighbours’ views
to be taken into consideration.
Erection of Sports Pavilion, Playingfields, Bendlowes Road - No objections.
Three Elms, Dunmow Road - Two storey rear extension and raising of
roof to create first floor habitable space. No objection in principle other
than to the proposed rear balcony which would affect neighbours’ privacy.
Neighbours’ views to be taken into consideration.
Millbank, Dunmow Road - Two-storey front, rear and side extension. The
PC could not support this application for several reasons. These are listed
in full in our response to Braintree District Council and include the size
and dominance of the proposed property; insufficient off-street parking,
proposed balcony likely to impact on neighbours’ privacy. Neighbours’
views to be taken into consideration.
Tree Works
There were no objections to tree works and management requested
for Fullbridge Cottage, Bridge End; Walton House, High Street; and The
Corniche.
Do You Live in the Conservation Area of Great Bardfield??
May we remind you that you must apply to Braintree District Council
(BDC) and have their permission for any tree works in the Conservation
Area. Applications for such works are free of charge. If you are unsure
whether you are in the Conservation area, check with BDC or visit the
Community Information Point next to the Town Hall to check (the CIP is
open 10-11am on Thursdays and Saturdays). We also ask that you consider
the impact to neighbours of any proposed tree or other building work on
your boundaries.
Parish Council Meeting
Our next meeting will be held on Monday 8 November at 7pm, in The
Town Hall. The meeting is open to the public and as we intend to continue
to operate a Covid-safe and socially distanced meeting, please contact the
Clerk at least 24 hours before the meeting if you wish to attend, on 810111
or by email at clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk.
Carolynne Ruffle
Chairperson
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Little Bardfield Parish Council Report
Parish Council Meeting
The Parish Council meeting was held on Tuesday 28th September. It was
disappointing that once again, no residents from the parish attended the
meeting. County Councillor Martin Foley and District Councillor George
Smith were in attendance.
District/County Councillor
Both the County Councillor and District Councillor produced a report
which was circulated to Members prior to the meeting. A copy of both
the County and District Councillors’ reports can be found on the Parish
Council website, together with contact details for both Councillors.
Almshouses
A request was made for a donation to be given to assist with the ongoing
repairs and maintenance cost of the properties. It was unanimously
decided to assist and a donation was agreed.
Parish Councillor Vacancies
There are two vacancies to become a Parish Councillor. Continued failure
to recruit to our full strength of five could result in our Parish being
absorbed into The Sampfords for representation to Uttlesford District
Council. The vacancies must be filled by two residents of Little Bardfield.
If you are interested in your community and would like to be part of the
Parish Council please contact either the Chair Andrew Davies or the Clerk
Liz Williamson for further details of what is involved. The clerk can be
contacted via email - Littlebardfieldparishclerk@gmail.com
Parish Meetings
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on 1st December, in the
Cricket Pavilion. Further details of the meeting will be published on the
Parish Council notice boards and on the website at least one week prior
to the meeting. Minutes of all previous meetings can also be found on the
website. All members of the public are welcome to attend.
Liz Williamson
Parish Clerk
6
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Great Bardfield Horticultural Society

T

hank you so much to everyone who attended our AGM and talk in
October—it was an amazing turnout! The hall looked very inviting
with the tables decorated with some wonderful posies of vibrant
autumn flowers. The 2020 and 2021 AGM’s-were combined which luckily
didn’t make it twice as long. We are absolutely delighted to welcome three
new members to the Committee: Iris Couldridge, Christine Helliar and
Carole Maddock. The AGM was followed by refreshments served at the
tables. The raffle was well supported, memberships were renewed and we
recruited five new members which is looking good for 2022.
Matthew and Sally Long from Riverside Bulbs had an amazing selection
of bulbs for sale – so we are expecting lots of entries in the Spring Show.

People went back to purchase more after Matthew gave his talk entitled
“Bulbs Galore – Autumn Planting for Spring Colour”
We did indeed see bulbs galore starting with hardy cyclamen with
beautiful and varied leaf markings, some with scented flowers if brought
indoors. We then moved on to aconites, snowdrops, wood anemones
8
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– Matthew showed some
dwarf irises and muscari
growing as a carpet in
woods near Stansted. We
saw the National Collection
of hyacinths growing in
Cambridgeshire which is
open to the public at the
end of March. We then
moved onto into the large
numbers of varieties of
daffodils and tulips that are
now available. He gave us
some interesting insights
to the Dutch growers as
most of the bulbs are
grown for the cut flower industry.
Matthew gave good tips on which bulbs are garden worthy; which
tulips are long livers; which ones to plant in pots and then put in the
garden. He also showed some different varieties of camassias as an
alternative to tulips and finished up with a lovely range of different lilies
for the early summer months.
If anybody didn’t pick up his card and wants to order some bulbs-his
web site is riversidebulbs.co.uk
As a result of many requests we will be holding a Floral Art morning
on Tuesday, November 23rd in the Quaker Meeting House between 10
and 12.30. Mandy Boon will be giving you a demonstration. The theme
will be “Welcome to Winter”. Then you will be able to create your own
display to take home and enjoy.
The tickets will be £15.00 each which included tuition, flowers etc,
refreshments and cakes. There will also be a raffle.
There will be a limited number of tickets available from Linda Prior
811641.
A date for your diary for 2022 - Saturday afternoon February 26th we
will be having a talk by Alan Gray from East Ruston Old Vicarage—further
details in next BT.
For any information about the Society please contact Linda Prior
811641
9
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Town Hall Reopens for Bookings

I

’m pleased to say that
the Town Hall is now
getting back to normal
operations and most of the
regular community groups
are now meeting.
The
annual
Boules
Competition final took place
last weekend and was well
attended and the weather
was fine. See the separate
report for details. Thanks
go to Carolynne Ruffle for
organising this popular event.
Repairs to the external windows and doors have now been completed
and we are planning to redecorate the exterior of the buildings next spring.
We have also cleared the undergrowth from the side of the hall leading
down to the quiet space and hope to be able to remove the redundant oil
tank from this area which has not being used for many years.
Finally, we are planning to erect the traditional Christmas tree outside
the hall and hope to be able to arrange carol singing around the tree at
Christmas time.
John Maidman, Chair
Town Hall Management Committee

Bardfield Community Choir

I’m pleased to announce that the Community Choir is singing once
more after nearly 2 years of silence due to Lockdown. There are
currently about 30 members who will be meeting in the Church from
7.30-8.45 pm every Tuesday. We were delighted to be invited to sing
at the Licensing of our new Priest in Charge, Rev. Alex Shannon. Open
air singing of carols and Christmas songs is planned for December. We
sing all kinds of music and would be happy to have more singers –
sopranos, altos, tenors and basses. If you’d like to join the Choir contact
me on jm.dyson@btinternet.com
Janet Dyson, Musical Director
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THE OLD DAYS with Michael

I

found Rev. Dr. Robert Beaken’s sermon and points raised regarding the
running of the village Church in last month’s BT very interesting, and of
course as usual was tempted to think about things in that department,
as they were years ago!
In my young days the village Church and vicar were very much a part of
village life and commanded a great respect far and wide and they in their
turn took a great interest in village affairs. One thing that was carried on
in a big way was the village Church Choir. Quite a large proportion of the
village boys became members as there was more attached to it than just
the singing. In the summer there was a day’s outing to the seaside or places
like Windsor with lots of meals and treats included. The transport was in
cars with chauffeurs provided by better off members of the Congregation.
In those days it was a huge chance for a boy to be able to see something
different from the Bardfield scene!
Around Christmas time the whole choir of men and boys was invited
(on different occasions) to the Vicarage for a hot supper followed by party
games etc. Not quite so good was the other side of the story! We were
expected to attend three church services every Sunday. In those days
there was a service in the afternoon for Mums and their children. Also
throughout the year a choir practice was held for an hour every Tuesday
evening. A professional music teacher, Hugh Saunders from Dunmow, was
hired to run this and was very strict with us boys, but we always attended
as it was a chance for us to be let loose in the village after dark, which
wasn’t often allowed to young people.
On Sundays, especially in the evenings, the Church choir stalls were
packed with men and boys, appropriately dressed all singing their hearts
out! About this time the idea of inviting ladies to become members of the
choir had only just been thought up, but they were strictly excluded form
the choir stalls, and were allotted spaces within the main congregation,
dressed in their Sunday Best!
God Bless.
Michael Hitchcock
Editor: All very interesting, Michael, I’d often wondered why being a choir boy
was so popular! It’s only recently that girls were allowed to sing in cathedral
choirs and only this week it was announced that the choir of St John’s College
Cambridge would be admitting girls for the first time!
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Bardfield Boules Finals 2021

Bardfield Times November 2021

I

shots to win a number of ends, where it looked unlikely they could get a
shot in closer than the opposition. So it was Simon & Lorraine into their
first ever final, surprising themselves but showing that extra practice the
night before with a previous champion as coach, paid off.
Semi Final 2 was between Rory & Mark and Ian & Alex (Team Rory & Cam
had played together until the final and were the champions from 2020, Mark
stepped in boldly). Both teams have reached the final before so all to play for.
Mark had a lovely straw hat, not a beret in sight. Ian & Alex started nervously
and were finding it difficult to get close to that pesky jack (even though it
was bright yellow, so was highly visible). Rory & Mark managed to score 4
points in one end and then Ian & Alex pulled a couple of low-scoring ends
back. They hadn’t quite warmed up enough to prevent Rory & Mark taking
the first game 13-8. I suspect that the Ruffle chaps gave themselves a good
talking to as they limbered up for Game 2. Both teams played some special
shots and Alex’s bombing technique had gained in confidence, impressing
the crowd by knocking the opposition away. The second game was very
close to the end with several shots adjudicated by the Referee’s Measuring
Assistant, John Maidman, with his tape measure. He was swiftly renamed
John Le Measurer. It was impossible to separate the teams other than with
that tape measure, the Ruffles just taking it to take the match into a deciding
third game. The International Boules Referee was overcome and had to
leave the boules piste unexpectedly. Madame Boules tried unsuccessfully
to recruit a replacement but had to step in to oversee the final game,
closely supported by John
Le Measurer at every throw
to ensure fair play and no
preferential treatment (as
if). The final game was also
a very close run thing – it
could have gone either
way, reaching 12-12 with
the spectators holding their
breath as the final end was
won by Ian & Alex with some
cool accurate shots.
We were all tired by now,
except the International
Boules Referee who felt he’d

12
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t was great to have a proper Boules Finals Day at the Town Hall on
Saturday 9th October, after having a low-key, no spectators final last
year. The Town Hall courtyard was bedecked with flags and lighting, a
gazebo and seating (thanks to Paul Boon, Ian Holmes, John Maidman and
Mike Jones). Patricia Walsh was in charge of soft or hot drinks, and burgers
and hotdogs were prepared by Jan & Darren Egan (yummy). Thanks also to
Sharon at The Bell and her staff for providing thirsty players and spectators
with beer, wine etc. though please don’t give such a big glass of Sauvignon
to the International Boules Referee (Iain Graham) as he had to go for an
unscheduled lie-down half-way through.
It was very pleasing to see so many people watching the last 3 matches
of the 2021 competition. We were very lucky with the weather, which,
together with some excellent, close games, kept the spectators glued to
the action, staying the course and watching an epic event, which lasted 5
hours. It was actually getting dark when the final was completed. I’m sure
that is a record as previous Finals have finished after 3 hours or so.
The semi-finalists this year were Simon and Lorraine King (having reached
this stage for the first time, well done), plus 3 teams who have been there
before: Gary Prior & Peter Miles, Ian & Alex Ruffle and Rory Hitchcock with
substitute Mark Hitchcock, as his usual teammate Cam Meldrum had
carelessly arranged to attend a stag weekend instead (I hope it was worth it).
The draw took place at
2pm and the first match
was set between Simon &
Lorraine and Gary & Peter.
We saw them all playing
some excellent shots with
scores creeping up for both
teams. In the first game,
suddenly Simon & Lorraine
were ahead and held their
nerve to win. Similarly in
the second game the scores
were nip and tuck until Gary
& Peter stormed ahead to
take the second game 13-5. So, into the deciding game. Simon & Lorraine
kept their cool, under pressure from Gary & Peter, all playing some great
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had enough of a break and appeared just in time for the limelight of the
Final match. The floodlights had to be switched on as dusk fell over the
Town Hall Boules Piste. Ian & Alex were still warm after their recent match.
Simon & Lorraine more rested but had also had more time to imbibe more
wine. An exciting final match kept the spectators in their seats rather than
rushing home for Saturday night supper and Strictly Come Dancing. Both
teams held their cool, with some exciting ends and close shots. Ian & Alex
edged ahead. Simon & Lorraine came back with a great shot right next to
the jack, just as Ian thought he had that end. But Ian & Alex had got well
into their rhythm and scored consistently well to win the first game 13-4
and the second 13-6.
The table below shows all the scores.

Many thanks to the Town Hall committee for organising Finals Day
with catering, lights and music; to the spectators for their support and
for sticking out the longest boules finals ever; the weather for keeping
us warm and dry; the teams for an entertaining show of their skill. The
competition as a whole, plus the takings at the Finals event, raised a profit
of £390.68 for Town Hall Funds.
Keep your boules arms oiled over the winter. See you again for the
2022 competition in the spring.
Madame Boules (signing off as she winters in Cannes)
14
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Village People – Louisa Ruthven

W

hen Louisa was four years old, a new hospital was proposed for
Ayrshire and her father, a consultant paediatrician, relocated the
family from Glasgow to Troon in anticipation of the new site, in
spite of the fact that, at the time, there was no actual building to be seen. The
hospital was eventually built, and for Louisa and her brother and sister it was
the beginning of an idyllic childhood by the sea. Their house was a couple of
hundred metres from the beach, and they all spent a lot of time there.
Louisa enjoyed camping with the Guides, and she was also a keen
actress. With two friends she started a drama club at the local youth
centre. When she was 15 she got a paper round and a pony and she had to
juggle homework with bicycle rides – three miles, saddle and all – to see
him every day. Eventually schoolwork became too much of a commitment
and she had to part with him.
She specialised in art at school, perhaps naturally, as her mother
worked as a commercial artist. For her final year art project she changed
her subject matter from dance to fashion – specifically millinery. “I made
hats out of anything and everything!” There was a fabric hat that looked
like a box of chocolates, a metal bird cage hat, a hat made of spaghetti, a
fishing boat hat … She had worked on her project mostly at home, and
it took her art teacher completely by surprise when he saw it. “I got the
highest mark in Scotland,” she laughs. And she had really enjoyed doing it.
Her family assumed that she would go to art school, but she wanted to
act, and applied to drama school. There was a third option, though, that
nearly became a reality. She met a farmer who lived in a croft in Tiree, in the
Inner Hebrides. There were sheep and cows – and all sorts of adventures.
She loved it there, and she and the farmer were even engaged. Edinburgh
Drama College beckoned, although she would spend as much time as
possible on the croft in between terms. Eventually she realised that she
needed to see more of the world before she settled down, but she still
looks back on those years as a wonderful time in her life.
Having graduated from the Edinburgh School of Drama, she answered
an advertisement in (The) Stage magazine and joined a touring
pantomime company putting on productions in Working Men’s Clubs in
collieries in the North-East of England. Glamorous it wasn’t – the whole
show – scenery included - travelled an old Bedford van with a hole in the
back. “We were gassed with Carbon Monoxide, pelted with Newcastle
Brown beer, and heckled by five-year-olds,” she remembers. When the tour
16
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ended, she decided to move to London.
Patrick, a young actor she’d worked with in the touring company, helped
her to get her Equity card as a children’s entertainer – she remembers
travelling to bookings on the tube with her suitcase of props. Gradually
she began to get other acting work, West End Shows, some television
work (including a part in Red Dwarf ), some film and radio work, and found
herself making a living as an actress. She acquired an agent.
“I loved acting,” she
says, “but I hated being an
actor.” All the behind-thescenes work – the auditions,
constantly being in the
position of having to look
for the next job, and then
to “sell yourself” as the best
person for the part – began
to take its toll. She and
Patrick had set up a Theatre
and Education company
and Louisa volunteered to
make the costumes and
puppets. “I taught myself
to sew,” she said. Her Drama
School had a policy where
all the students had to learn
each other’s job – the actors
had to learn about lighting
and scenery and costumes Louisa in West End Production
– and this provided her with
at least a starting point. She discovered something that she loved to do,
and that she could do well. She began to get requests from people outside
the company.
She answered an advertisement for a wardrobe assistant at the
prestigious Webber Douglas drama school. The costumes were created
up in the leaky roof attic of an old Regency building – the costume store
was in the basement. There were a lot of stairs. She worked there for
about six months, eagerly acquiring expertise from the elegant, engaging
wardrobe mistress.
17
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It was a turning point. “It made me decide to stop acting and do costumes
full time,” is how she remembers it. She was accepted at Wimbledon Art
School and was lucky enough to get a Further Education grant. All the same,
it wasn’t an easy option. She and Patrick were now married and living in
Barking, which meant four hours of travelling every day, with a lot of really
hard work in between. “It nearly killed me,” says Louisa. But it was worth it.
In summer she worked at the Southwold Theatre company, and once
qualified, made costumes for customers as diverse as Madame Tussauds,
Kate Bush and the Royal Ballet, as well as various West End productions.
“All sorts of one-off interesting things!” By now there was a baby on the
way (“I carried on working until the last minute!” she says) and Louisa and
Patrick wanted to move out of London. Bishops Stortford allowed them
easy access to Patrick’s family in Ilford and Stansted Airport offered flights
to visit Louisa’s family in Scotland. Baby Flora arrived, and three years later,
Jessie followed. Patrick set up a charity which organises clowns to entertain
people in hospitals and hospices. The whole family got involved with a
professional pantomime company with productions all over the country.
Louisa, though, still missed the countryside, and they started driving
around and looking at different communities. One day they drove into
Great Bardfield and it immediately felt right. It wasn’t too big or too small.
There were amenities. They could tell that there was a community feel.
They found a house and moved in. Louisa’s costume business began
to widen its scope. Getting to London wasn’t as straightforward from
Bardfield as it had been from Bishops Stortford, and besides, there were
two children to take care of (Jessie, by now, was three and Flora six.) Louisa
began to take on non-theatre-related commissions. She had sworn, many
years before, “I will never do weddings” – and yet that is exactly what she
now found herself doing.
Gradually she started to build that side of her business. When she
and Patrick separated, she found a house in Rutland Place and set up her
workshop in a chalet in the garden. Patrick also stayed in the village, so the
children could see both parents. Louisa joined the Bardfield Players. Then
in 2011 came another pivotal event. Local venue High Barn staged “Glass
Chronicles,” an ambitious multi-media production involving big screen
video, a rock band, a string quartet … and actors. Louisa auditioned, and
became part of the cast. The Director was a mercurial character from
nearby Finchingfield named David Baird.
If you happened to read the June 2021 Village People, you’ll know the
18
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end of the story – or nearly.
Years later, in 2015, David’s
folk band Two Coats Colder
was playing at the Vine;
Louisa had meant to go, was
feeling tired, had decided
not to after all, and was
talked into it by another
Bardfield friend. Louisa and
David hadn’t seen each
other for a while, and when
they hugged hello, there
was a spark. A little while Louisa Bardfield Players
afterwards, they met up
again for a drink. Two days later he proposed to her.
The following year they held a Celtic wedding ceremony called handtying or hand-fasting, attended by family and friends, and David moved
into Louisa’s Bardfield house. Flora is now starting her career in law at
Cambridge, and Jessie is her second year of drama school at The Drama
Studio London. Louisa’s dressmaking business keeps her very busy and
she has now branched out into textile art. Bringing together her artistic
talent and her skill with a needle, these start life as silk paintings of the
countryside around Great Bardfield, which are then transformed into
stunning tapestries. You can see more of them at www.etsy.com/uk/shop/
LouisaRuthvenArt She and David still find
time for walks in the countryside around
Bardfield (or sometimes a little farther afield)
and visits to Scotland to see Louisa’s family.
And there’s been another development
since David was profiled in Village People
earlier this year: he and Louisa stole away to
Scotland and were formally married. Happily
for us, the twists and turns in the life stories
of these two highly creative people have
converged here in Great Bardfield and one
can only imagine the further adventures
which are yet to come!
Louisa and David wedding
Anna Bass
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GREENFINGERS

D

one all your winter preparation? You’ve cut off the Hellebore leaves,
fed them and mulched. I expect the dead and dying have been
hacked back and the much-loved tender things have been put in a
warmer place to keep them from frost damage.
Done all the pots and baskets with the usual bulbs, violas, ivy and the
occasional small evergreen plantings? Are you happy to add heuchera in this
selection? Wow, there is an explosion of colour choice in this plant due to the
hard work of keen plantsmen propagating and cross pollinating giving us
gardeners, well — choice!!.
Palace Purple, an old variety
plus lots of new ones.
Names such as Coca Cola,
Marmalade, Plum Royal,
Blondie, Electra, and so
many more to choose from.
The range of leaf colour is
fabulous and often the name
suggests the vibrancy of the
leaf from silver, to lime green
and the old variety, purple.
My favourite is Marmalade
as its honey, syrupy shades
look stunning whatever is picked to accompany it. Ballerina tulips in a tasteful
tangerine or smaller varieties of red or yellow tulip Greggi, and miniature
daffodils of course. These plants are great in shade so suitable for the cloudy
days to follow but the downside, they are semi evergreen in cold winters,
but who knows if the forecast will be accurate? Urging you to add a few,
particularly near the house to give a ‘Room with a View’. Yes, a room with a
view is where most of us will see our gardens during these dull days so place
something stunning to brighten the outlook.
In the summer the gaura was most appealing as it moved like butterflies in the
slightest breeze. Copy this ‘wafting’ with a grass such as Carex or Stipa the small
‘hair’ grass and underplant with the afore-mentioned heuchera. Half standard
trees would give height, topiary a solidness but box may be off the menu as
so many have become sick. Not tempted by any of these? then settle for red
apples on strings suspended in your nearest tree, great for birds and it feels a lot
like Christmas! ❧
20
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Nature Notes

A

s I mentioned when I wrote about protecting puffins from rats in
last month’s nature notes about the Scilly Isles I knew very little
about puffins, so it
was a very good reason to
do some research and I am
very pleased to share what
I was able to find. Although
puffins are not on the red list
as an endangered species
they are listed as vulnerable
due to predation. The
greatest predator is the
Great Black-backed Gull
which can swoop down
from above and catch the
puffin in flight then kill it for
food. Other gulls attack the
puffins which are returning
to their nests with food for
their young and steal the
food, and, the thing which
prompted my thinking, rats
taking puffin eggs. These
are all very real threats to
these cute little birds. There
are three different types/breeds/ strains, call them whatever you like, in
different parts of the world but nearest to home as it were is the North
Atlantic Puffin. These can be found from Labrador/Newfoundland to the
North-eastern United States. In Europe, they nest south on the Brittany
coast of France and northwards to Iceland, and Northern Russia. Most of
the world’s puffins are found in Iceland where sixty percent of the world’s
population breeds. The estimated population of North Atlantic puffins
varies between 3 and 4 million pairs.
The name puffin is derived from the word puff which means swollen.
The little chicks are covered in fluffy down which makes them look like
little round balls hence, the name. The puffin’s scientific name Fratercula
arctica dates back to the last half of the 1800s and means ‘Little brother
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of the north’ in Latin.
Little brother alludes to
little friar referring to the
puffins’ black and white
plumage reminiscent of
a friar’s robes. A second
connection is thought to
be the puffin’s habit of
holding its feet together
when taking off, suggestive
of hands together as if in
prayer. Puffins don't breed
until they are three years
old. They mate for life and
have a life expectancy of
twenty years but have been
known to live thirty years
in captivity. They choose
a nest site in soft earth or
between rocks, and dig a
hole using their bills to cut
through the earth, then
remove the loose soil using their feet in the same way that a dog digs.
The tunnel is usually 2 to 3 ft long with a small chamber at the end lined
with feathers and grass. There is a bend in the tunnel and this is used as a
toilet. The hen lays a single egg and both parents take it in turn to sit; the
egg incubation takes 40 days. When the chick hatches both parents feed
it with small fishes and sand eels which they catch by diving into the sea
and swimming under water using their wings in the same way as though
they are still flying through the air. They can only stay under water for a
minute but they choose the dive site very carefully and are usually very
successful at fishing and very often get 5 or 6 fish each dive. To help them
hold the fish they have barb like ridges on their tongues and the roof
of their mouths. The record number of fish that a puffin can hold in one
mouthful stands at a staggering 62. They can fly at a speed of 48 to 55
miles per hour and to achieve that speed their little wings need to beat
at a rate of 400 beats per minute. What curious and interesting creatures.
Mac Beanland
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A new Priest-in-Charge for Great and Little
Bardfield

O

n Wednesday, 20th
October the Rev’d
Alexander Shannon
was Licensed by the Bishop
of Colchester, The Rt Rev’d
Roger Morris and Installed
by the Archdeacon of
Stansted, The Venerable
Robin King at the Parish
Church of St Mary the
Virgin. The bells rang out,
there was joyful music and
singing, solemn promises,
prayers, and even laughter.
Representatives of the
church community came
forward to present the
symbolic gifts of ministry.
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The Declaration and Oaths followed and the Bishop anointed Rev’d
Shannon with oil of Chrism. The Churchwardens and Archdeacon then
led him to the door of the church, laying his hand on the handle; they
presented him with the keys of the church and then led him to the bell
which he tolled to make public the start of his new ministry. After these
rituals he was welcomed by the local community including the school,
the Parish Council and representatives from the Catholic Church and the
Society of Friends. With his wife, Helen, and their children he was then
presented to the people as Priest-in-Charge of the benefice of Great and
Little Bardfield. After the service the congregation stayed to celebrate the
occasion with wine and a buffet.

Autumn Security Considerations

A

s darker nights roll in heralding
the approach of winter here are a
few things that you can consider
and include in your general maintenance
at this time of year that may make your
home less attractive to thieves.

•

Put that light on! - 31/10/21 the clocks go back, check and reset
the time of your timer plugs, lights, and other security devices.
Remember to a thief a house in darkness is empty. Some of the
things you do to create the illusion you are in when your home
is unoccupied are: - lights on in rooms that you would normally
occupy, TV simulators, a doorbell that you can answer remotely on
your smartphone.

•

External lighting and CCTV - Make sure that external lighting and
CCTV is working and clean.

•

Hedges, Trees and plants - A consideration when gardening –
most thieves like to work unobserved. Have your plants or shrubs
grown and are they now obstructing CCTV or lighting, does
it now prevent neighbours and passer-by’s from seeing your
frontage? If so a spot of pruning would be advisable, to the front
it is recommended to keep hedges and shrubs to about 4’ (1.2m)
and with trees prune lower branches where suitable to allow that
25
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visibility of your property.
•

Sheds and gates - keep them closed and locked when not in use, review
and maintain the locks as required. Alarms on sheds and outbuildings
are a good idea.

•

Property marking - tools and lawn mowers going away for the winter,
if you have not done it already make a note of the model and serial
numbers and consider a property marking product.

•

Heating Oil - with the value of fuel it is worth considering its security.
In the more isolated parts of the countryside it is primarily domestic
properties that have been targeted by the heating oil thieves, but
we have also seen such thefts at farms and other businesses. There
are several security devices available that will protect your fuel
supplies - details of which can be found via your fuel supplier or
local plumber’s merchant. One such system is Tank Commander
www.commandersecurities.co.uk which has “Secured by Design”
accreditation https://www.securedbydesign.com/. Products like this
will detect a dramatic drop in fuel and notify you by phone and/or
audible alarm. There are also other similar security products that can
add onto an existing intruder alarm system, whilst others may protect
the filler cap and there are of course the conventional locks. Another
consideration would be concealing it with landscaping and spiky
planting around the tank, restricting access to it with gates or fencing,
and where possible locating the tank under lighting in view of lived in
rooms within the house.

If you would like further advice regarding security please look at the Essex
Police website www.essex.police.uk/cp/crime-prevention/ and https://
www.securedbydesign.com/ .
Naturally we also ask you to report any unusual activity to police in an
emergency on 999 or after the event on 101 or “Do it online” www.essex.
police.uk/do-it-online/report-a-crime/ or to Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.
Stephen Armson-Smith
Essex Police Heritage Crime Prevention Lead
26
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY

www.hundredparishes.org.uk
ecently, climate change has brought examples of extreme weather
all over the world. Part of the solution to global warming is to use
natural energy. Our ancestors harnessed the power of water by
means of water mills, thought to have been invented by the Greeks. The
Domesday Book of 1086 AD recorded no less than 5,624 watermills in
England alone. Most were used to grind wheat. They continued as a prime
source of energy until the Industrial Revolution.
The Hundred Parishes has a wealth of these mills, many retained
through their conversion into private homes. Several may be seen on
Hundred Parishes walks whose descriptions can be freely downloaded
from www.hundredparishes.org

R
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2021 is on October 3rd from
2:30pm to 5pm. It can be
seen at any time from the
outside – and is on our walk
number 14.
Linton’s watermill on
the River Granta dates
from the early 18th century
and there has been a mill
on the site since the 13th
century. It stopped working
in 1972 and has now been
converted into apartments. Linton former watermill
Walk 109 passes it.
Weatherboarded 18th-century Kings Mill
in Littlebury was originally powered by the

Littlebury - Kings Mill

Hinxton Watermill

On the River Cam, Hinxton once had three water mills. One remains, a
17th-century mill built on the site of on older one mentioned in Domesday
as worth 8 shillings. It ceased to operate commercially in 1955 but now
works again on days when it is open to the public – the final opening in
28

Great Bardfield

River Cam and then steam
until it stopped working in
1924. Walk number 165, only
1.4 miles, passes Kings Mill
during a short exploration of
historic Littlebury.
What remains of Great
Bardfield watermill can be
seen on walks 103 and 104,
while the remains of Tilty
watermill are on walk 120.
Ken McDonald
Secretary
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Great Bardfield Primary School

W

e have had such a busy start to the year and it
is hard to believe that it is nearly Half term! The
children are all working incredibly hard. Our
new Reception children have settled in so well to school
and are now seasoned experts at getting through the
school day!
Our school community is so important to us and it is at this time of
year, Harvest Time, that we reflect on how fortunate we are to have our
wonderful school as a place of learning and being together. The children
presented a lovely assembly where they sang their hearts out and shared
what they have been learning about Harvest time. We have been collecting
donations of tinned and dried foods and we are looking forward to passing
these on to the local foodbank.

We have also been raising money for MacMillan Cancer which is an
important tradition at the beginning of the school year. We raised an
amazing £235! The children made cakes for our Great Bardfield Bake Off
competition and then we were able to sell these to raise money. Well
done to Alice in Year 6 who was crowned this year’s star baker. Our Year
6 children have also been out and about in the village taking part in
Bikeability (a cycling course) where they are learning to ride their bikes
safely on the road.
We are all ready for a well-earned rest before the busiest half term of
the year!
Mrs Kerrell
Headteacher
30
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Advertising Section
PRIVATE TUITION Experienced teacher, CRB checked available for personal
tutoring towards 11 plus, Common Entrance, Maths, Economics and Business
Studies up to A level Tel. 07970 942924
WHIST, SOLO, BRIDGE, CANASTA – Play and/or Learn Michael Reid 811856
BEAUTIFUL VILLAGE HOUSE in SW France to rent. Convenient for Bergerac from
Stansted. 01371 810519 or NEW WEBSITE http://www.numero-treize.com
LUXURY BED AND BREAKFAST at beautiful 16th. Century Bucks House.
Tel. 01371 810519 www.bucks-house.com or email postonbuckshouse@yahoo.co.uk
BEAUTIFUL HOUSE IN THE LOIRE VALLEY Sleeps 7-9 adults and well equipped
for children/babies. Available for summer letting. Contact Coles 07769 259418
ESSEX TREE STUMP GRINDING For all your tree stump removal needs, however
large or small. https://essextreestumpgrinding.co.uk or (07971) 648879
SINGING LESSONS Adults, Youths, Vocal work: overcoming strain. sherikershaw.
com or sherikershaw@gmail.com
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Fun and Care is at the heart
of everything from Scott Forbes
ay Par ties
For bes y K ids’ Bir thd
thd ay. From
bir
zing
ama
an
"M y son had
fan tast ic.”
star t to fini sh it was
Forbe sy K ids’ Camp s
“M y k ids have not stopp ed talk
ing ab out the fanta stic
time they had –They miss it al
ready ! Than k you so much
for tak ing such go o d care o f them
.”
Forbe sy Little K ick ing Cubs
S aturd a y- so
M y son had THE b est time on
ho olers.”
much fun! Great idea for presc

For more information go to our website:
https://www.scottforbesfitness.co.uk or call: 07812 020417

Building fun memories and
learning skills for life with Scott Forbes!

34

Bardfield Times November 2021

GREAT
BARDFIELD
TOWN HALL
Now open for bookings
Covid-safe environment
For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen
and catering equipment, sound system with
hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.
Enquiries and bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
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BARDFIELD
COUNTRY INTERIORS
Decorative items for the home
Hand painted furniture
Stockist for Frenchic Paint
Iron Orchid Design, decorative tranfers,
stamps and moulds
Little Greene Paint co
The Old Stores, High st, Gt Bardfield CM7 4SP
01371 810110 or 07837 606631
36
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Claire Oldroyd
MSCP; DSA (CSP) Lic. Ac
E: Claire@gbpp.co.uk
T: 01371-810681 / 07971 635584
W: www.gbpp.co.uk
Lyndale, Mill Rd, Great Bardfield, CM7 4QG
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Hair by Lindsey
07921124967

Lindseynathan@hotmail.com
Experienced stylist
Cut and blow dry
Colouring and highlights men’s cuts and children
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Residential Mortgages
Life Insurance
General Insurance
Business Insurance
Wills & Estate Planning
Moving home, re-mortgage, capital raising for home
improvements, investment property – buy to lets, life &
general insurance, if you would like any advice or help
on any aspect of the above please call to speak to
one of our experienced advisors today.

01371 300120

Opening Hours: 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday
Gateway House, Freeport Office Village,
Century Drive, Braintree, Essex CM77 8YG
www.gatewaymortgagesuk.com
info@gatewaymortgagesuk.com
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Countryside
ser vic e s
oil boilers

• Servicing

•

• Commissioning

h e at i n g

•

• Breakdowns
•

Oil Tanks

James Yearley M: 07734 801066
E: countryside.services @hotmail
52
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c8896

BROOK STREET

BUTCHERS
OPENING HOURS
MONDAY - CLOSED
TUESDAY - 8:30AM–5:30PM
WEDNESDAY - 8:30AM–6PM
THURSDAY - 8:30AM–6PM
FRIDAY - 8:30AM–6PM
SATURDAY - 8AM–4:30PM
SUNDAY - 9AM–3PM

01371 810236

brookstreetbutcher@gmail.com
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CARPENTRY
&
GENERAL
BUILDING
CHRIS YARROW
Specialising in all types of carpentry;
doors, floors, stairs, bespoke woodwork,
decking, repairs, outdoor structures and
garage conversions
For a no obligation quote please contact me:

M: 07872 514 779
T: 01371 238 005
E: chrisyarrow1976@gmail.com
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Mercer & Hughes
Veterinary Surgery
Great Dunmow
01371 872836
5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate
Great Dunmow CM6 1HD
Saffron Walden

Stansted

01799 522082

01279 813780

14 Radwinter Road
Saffron Walden
Essex CB11 3JB

80 Cambridge Road
Stansted Mountfitchet
Essex CM24 8DA

Braintree
01376 743893
175 - 179 Church Lane
Bocking Braintree
Essex CM7 5SG

24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk
60
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CODE: ROE011
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R I G H T- S I Z E
YOUR RETIREMENT
Live safe and well at The Hawthorns, a warm and friendly
rental retirement community for the over 70s.
One simple monthly fee includes home-cooked, quality dining,
housekeeping, property upkeep, and utility bills with
no worry of property purchases or exit fees.

Enjoy a worry-free move with £1000 from us towards
your packing and moving costs so you can settle
into your new apartment with minimal stress.*
Call today to book a safe, guided in-person or virtual tour

01376 778212
hawthornsretirement.co.uk

The Hawthorns Braintree | Tortoiseshell Way | Essex | CM7 1TD
* Terms and conditions apply
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FEETWISE
PENNY JAMES
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BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial
MEETING for WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation
and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.
Everyone is welcome to join with us.
Afterwards a chance to chat over Tea or Coffee.

CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING.

Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area
Already used by the WEA, Heart Song group, the Craft
Market, The Horticultural Society and Bardfield Folk Club.
For information about Sunday Meeting
or to hire the Meeting House contact
Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457

The Dunmow Farleigh Hospice

Wedding & Prom

The Dunmow store will be operating an
appointment only system for people to try on its
selection of bridal and prom wear. Appointments
can be made by calling 01245 860101.
Hours
Monday Closed
Tuesday Closed
Wednesday
10:00-16:00

Thursday
Friday		
Saturday
Sunday		

10:00-16:00
10:00-16:00
10:00-16:00
Closed

Donations
Please note that this shop is only able to accept donations
of wedding, bridal, prom and evening wear. If you are unsure of your
donation please ask if your items are accepted at the shop when
booking your appointment before travelling.

34 High Street, Dunmow, CM6 1AH Tel 01245 860101
72
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THE GREAT BARDFIELD CHARITIES

-

Winter Fuel Grants
Medical Equipment
Hospital Travel
Vocational Training
Medical Adaptations
Youth Organisations,
Social Clubs &
Societies:
Equipment & Activities

Students:
- School Uniforms
- Sports Equipment
- Educational Courses
- Books for University
- Travel Costs to
School/ University
- School Trips

Are you eligible for a financial grant?
The Great Bardfield Charities are here to assist YOU if
you are a resident of Great Bardfield, or a group or
organisation benefiting Great Bardfield Residents.
For more information please contact one of the Trustees:
Pat Coles (01371 810995), Brenda Poston (01371 810519),
Debbie Rogers (01371 811083), Mick Gell (01371 810113),
Annika Woodcock (07900 491636)
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TOWN HALL DIARY
November 2021
Horticutural Society Meeting		
7.00pm
Monday 1st		
nd
Young @ Heart Fitness Fun		
9.30am
Tuesday 2 		
			Choir					8.00pm
Wednesday 3rd		Carpet Bowls				7.30pm
Friday 5th 		Cinema Club				7.30pm
Monday 8th		Parish Council Meeting			7.00pm
Young @ Heart Fitness Fun		
9.30am
Tuesday 9th		
			Tuesday Club				2.00pm
			Choir					8.00pm
Carpet Bowls				7.30pm
Wednesday 10th
Young @ Heart Fitness Fun		
9.30am
Tuesday 16th		
			Choir					8.00pm
Carpet Bowls				7.30pm
Wednesday 17th
Thursday 18th		Historical Society 			7.00pm
Saturday 20th		Private Funtion				3.00pm
Young @ Heart Fitness Fun		
9.30am
Tuesday 23rd 		
			Choir					8.00pm
Carpet Bowls				7.30pm
Wednesday 24th
th
Saturday 27 		Private Function			2.00pm
Tuesday 30th		Choir					8.00pm
For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen and catering equipment,
sound system with hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.
Enquiries and bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
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Great Bardfield Parish

Clerk to the Parish Council clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111
Councillors Carolynne Ruffle (Chair) 810986
Paul Kennedy 810540
Darren Hockley 810836
Martin Foley Cllr.martin.foley@essex.gov.uk
Lynsi Hayward-Smith 07515 398402
Janet Dyson 07957 483207
Iain Graham 07831 595555
Braintree District Council 01376 552525
Councillors Cllr Peter Tattersley Cllr.ptattersley@braintree.gov.uk 07938 930003
Cllr Vanessa Santomauro Cllr.vsantomauro@braintree.gov.uk 07740 348528
Police for non-emergency enquiries dial 101
for emergency enquiries dial 999

Little Bardfield Parish

Chairman of the Parish Council Andrew Davies davies@farmline.com
Clerk to the Parish Council Liz Williamson 07866 400607
LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com
Uttlesford District Council Saffron Walden 01799 510510
Councillor Cllr George Smith
Cllrsmith@uttlesford.gov.uk 07896 618944
Bardfield After School & Breakfast Club Pat Moore 07767 413055
Bardfield Carpet Bowls Club Clifford Richardson 810782
Bardfield Charities Brenda Poston 810519
Bardfield Players Ian Ruffle 810986
1st Finchingfield Scout Group Mark Wells 810447
mark.2millside@btinternet.com
Muddogs Youth Football Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007
www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk
Gt Bardfield Primary School admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 810252
Gt Bardfield Pre-School Kathy King 811580
Gt Bardfield Historical Society Marilyn Edwards 810555
Gt Bardfield Horticultural Society Linda Prior 811641
Catholic Priest Fr. Richard Rowe 830808
Town Hall Bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
Tuesday Club adriennepoulson@btinternet.com 811401
Children’s Clinic (Finchingfield Freshwell Health Centre) 810328
Refuse Collections Gt. Bardfield Tuesdays from 7am,
L. Bardfield Thursdays from 7am.
Mobile Library Little Bardfield, Styles,
Thursday 10am fortnightly
Gt Bardfield Town Hall,
Thursday 11.15am fortnightly
Museum and Cage Every Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday from
Easter to the last Sunday in
September 2.-5.30pm.
Community Information Point (CIP) Thurs and Sat 10am – 11.00am 811327
The Samaritans 01245 357357

