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Editorial

It’s very encouraging that this first issue of the new year is full of news 
and views from many village organisations and individuals. We’re always 
delighted to get your letters, articles and photographs so please keep 

them coming – remember that the deadline for copy is 14th of the month. 
We have interesting articles from two writers new to the BT this month: 
Xanthe Goodman and Russell Newton.

We are very fortunate to have a successful and flourishing primary school in 
our village. Without it the community would not be the same. Did you attend 
the school? Did you belong to the PTA? Do you have children or grandchildren 
there? The school has a fabulous team of staff led by Headteacher Mrs Liz Crow, 
supported by a talented and enthusiastic PTA and a hardworking Governing 
Board. Despite careful financial management, years of underfunding means 
that all schools are struggling to make ends meet. Please read the letter from 
the PTA on pages 6 and 7 and see if you could contribute in any way to help 
our school survive the current financial crisis.

Exciting news that former Bardfield resident, potter, writer and 
broadcaster Grayson Perry has been awarded a Knighthood for services to 
the arts in the New Year’s Honours List. Rumour has it that he will be wearing 
a specially designed dress to receive the award. Look out for an article on 
Grayson in next month’s issue.

My new year’s resolution is to get a bus service from Bardfield to Great 
Dunmow. If you never use buses you probably don’t realise what a lifeline 
they can be for people who are no longer able to drive. Lovely as Great 
Bardfield is it’s sometimes good to get out into the wider world! It’s surprising 
that there is no bus to Great Dunmow which is our nearest small town with 
a range of services and connections to rail links and Stansted Airport and 
beyond that- the World! A useful bus link could start at Thaxted and call at 
Little Bardfield too. The Parish Council is supporting this initiative. If you’re 
interested please get in touch. 

Finally, sadly, the last month has seen the loss of several much loved and 
respected members of our community: Charlie Holl, Valerie Clift and Ray 
Ryman. Tributes from their families and friends are included in this issue and 
we send them our condolences.
Janet Dyson, Editor

Charlie’s funeral will be held on Monday 13th February at St Mary’s Church,  
Gt  Bardfield at 11am, the wake will be at the Town Hall afterwards. 
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Dear Editor,
Does anybody remember London George?
In a recent copy of the Bardfield Times I read with interest a piece on 
London George. We have a small farm at Wethersfield and my Grandfather 
would tell me stories of London George helping at harvest time – usually 
getting the dirtiest jobs but always a gentleman. One story was told to 
me whereby Grandfather offered George a bath and soap. He was in the 
bath for 3-4 hours and came out very clean and smart having been given 
some new clothes too. However, next time he was seen he was back to 
his usual self.

Over the years my Grandfather and Father had quite a few dealings 
with George and even I remember him in the 1970s. We never did know 
much about his background or where he came from. I wonder whether 
anyone has any information? Anything would be of interest.
David Thomson
Editor: It’s good to get some responses to articles published in the BT – your 
letters and articles sharing memories are always very welcome.

The Bell

On Saturday 14th January, it was a real honour to receive an award 
from CAMRA in recognition of The Bell Inn being in both the first 
and 50th edition of The Good Beer Guide. It was so lovely to have the 

members from the North West Essex branch here for lunch and to receive 
the award from their chairman Ian Fitzhenry. Here’s to 50 more years!
Sharon Alford, The Bell, Great Bardfield

Charles Richard Holl

Charles Richard Holl, 87, died peacefully 
at home on 2nd January 2023. Charlie, 
as he preferred to be known, is survived 

by his wife of more than 64 years, Ellen and 
their 3 children, Bryan, Tracey, Beverley and 
their partners. He was immensely proud of 
their children, 4 grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren. 

Charlie was born in Tottenham on April 
21st 1935, one of nine children. He first came 
to live in Great Bardfield upon returning 
from 2 years national service in Malaya to 
support his younger brothers after their 
father had died. Whereafter, he met and 
later married Ellen in 1958. 

He worked at Rayne foundry for 45 years, upon retiring he worked part-
time at Bell Trailers for 8 years, followed by 5 years as a volunteer for the 
British Heart Foundation in Braintree. In his younger years he was often 
seen behind the bar at the Spread Eagle or volunteering at village events. 

Charlie had great charisma and an enthusiasm for life. He loved 
meeting people, socialising, and having fun with family and friends. One 
of his passions was to go on holiday and travel to different countries. He 
was a man once met never forgotten. 

Charlie enjoyed all sport and having the occasional bet. He was a lifelong 
Tottenham Hotspur FC supporter and long-term member of Little Bardfield 
Village Cricket Club where he was club captain for 10 years and continued 
to serve as a vice president in his later years. Charlie was a founder member 
of the Great Bardfield badminton club in the 1960s which successfully ran 
for many years. He enjoyed playing darts and dominos in his competitive 
manner and remained a crafty card player until the very end. 

Charlie served on the Town Hall committee for several years where 
he helped to arrange village functions and developed his love for Bingo 
calling. He was always proud to be part of the village he loved.

In his later years, Charlie was restricted by his mobility, nevertheless 
always remained positive and determined to continue to live life to the full. 

He loved his family dearly and will be greatly missed by them and his friends. 
Beverley Farley 
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Great Bardfield Primary School 

As we welcome in a new year, the festivities and 
celebrations of last term feel like such a long time 
ago. Given the disruption and difficulties caused by 

the pandemic over the last few years, the staff and children 
are always so very grateful when we are able to enjoy our 
traditional Christmas programme of events in school.

In the lead up to 
Christmas, our younger 
children did us proud 
with a fantastic Nativity 
performance. Having 
been responsible for the 
organisation of this in 
previous years, I know only 
too well how much hard 
work from both children 
and staff goes into this and 
I was so impressed with the 
beautiful singing and the 
clearly delivered lines. Our 
KS2 children also had their 
opportunity to shine in the 
Carol Concert. I don’t think 
I have ever felt prouder 
to be the Headteacher of 
our school – the children 
blew me away with their 
readings, tableau and 
singing. I was delighted 
that we were joined by 
Bardfield Brass and by 
Father Alex accompanying 
us on the piano – both of 
which made the event extra 
special. Our heartfelt thanks to everyone involved. 

In a break with our Christmas tradition of going to see the pantomime 
in Chelmsford, this year the Panto came to us! A huge thank you to our 

fantastic PTA who, on 
hearing that the theatre 
was closed due to delayed 
completion of building 
work, leapt into action and 
found a theatre company 
to come to Great Bardfield! 
The children, and adults, 
thoroughly enjoyed walking 
up to the Town Hall and 
watching Dick Whittington 
and gave very positive 
reviews of the event. I think 
we may have started a new 
tradition!

In this edition of the 
Bardfield Times, you will 
hopefully spot a letter from 
our wonderful PTA asking 
for your help. Please can I ask that you take a moment to consider their 
request. They continue to work tirelessly for the benefit of the children 
who attend our special village school and whereas in previous years 
they have provided funding for those ‘little extras’ which enhance the 
experience of our children; in more recent times I find myself calling upon 
them to provide basics such as furniture, reading books, pencils and paper. 
I appreciate that we are in an economically challenging time but please 
give what you can to help. I know that many of you already support us by 
donating raffle prizes, buying raffle tickets and supporting our events and 
I would like to say a huge thank you to you all. Every little contribution 
from our community makes a big difference to our children. 

The Spring Term is a relatively short one but it is a term in which the 
children can settle down and really focus on making progress in their 
learning. As we move through this term, let us hope that we have said 
goodbye to the snow for this winter and that we can look forward to 
spotting the signs of new life and beginnings that come with the promise 
of Spring. 
Liz Crow
Headteacher

Ready and waiting to perform in the KS1 NativityChristmas Jumper Day for ‘Save the Children’

Posting letters to Father Christmas
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Great Bardfield Parish Council report
Coronation Events May 2023
The Parish Council intends to set up a sub-committee to discuss and 
arrange village events to celebrate and commemorate the Coronation 
of King Charles III. If you are interested in being involved or have any 
suggestions, bearing in mind a limited budget and the objective to 
include all residents, then please contact the Chair, Carolynne Ruffle, 
via the Clerk at clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk We hope to set up an 
informal meeting to discuss ideas in the next few weeks.
Planning Applications - December 2022
Moorings, Dunmow Road: erection of 2 bay cartlodge - no objection to the 
revised application; neighbours’ comments to be taken into consideration.
Rosewood, Mill Road: demolition of existing barn – no objections. Erection 
of one dwelling. Concerns raised about the location, size and design of the 
proposed dwelling and proximity to adjacent Grade 2 listed property.
Hazel Barn, Braintree Road: installation of wood burner & flue and 
erection of a garden structure. The Parish Council had no objection if the 
requirements of the Historic Buildings Officer were followed regarding the 
installation of the flue so as not to impact on the listed barn. No objection 
to garden structure.
Sweet Briar, 3 Walthams Cross Cottages, Walthams Cross: No objection 
though some concern with overdevelopment of these small historic 
cottages in this hamlet.

There were no objections to the following applications for tree 
maintenance works.
• Sgt Bendlowes Cottage, 5 Brook Street
• 6 Durham Close
• 8 - 9 Rutland Place, Bridge Street
• 7 Rutland Place, Bridge Street
Deer Park View
Update on the application for 57 dwellings on land to the rear of Deer 
Park View, Braintree Road. This application went before the BDC Planning 
Committee who concurred with the Planning Officer’s recommendation 
to refuse this application.
Planning Applications - January 2023
Chiefs Farm, Walthams Cross: installation of a manège for private use. No 
objection.
Millbank, Dunmow Road. This variation of Condition 2 was to increase the 

height of the outbuildings to create a first floor space. Members felt that 
the overall height had a negative impact on the site and neighbouring 
properties. However there is precedent for outbuildings on neighbouring 
plots. Decision deferred to Braintree Planning Officers
Black Gables, Dunmow Road
The hearing was held on 17th January, with an independent inspector 
considering the developers’ appeal against the enforcement notice 
applied to 2 new properties built at this site. Neighbours, the Parish Council 
and Braintree District Council felt that these properties had been built 
without adherence to the planning permission, were over height, and the 
subsequent impact of overlooking and lack of privacy for neighbouring 
properties unacceptable. The decision of the inspector will be received in 
due course.
Pavilion Update
The shell of the new pavilion together with interior partitions and 
the screed flooring are now completed. The new drainage system is 
to be installed imminently. Quotes are now being sought for interior 
plumbing, including showers and toilets. As some of the funding for 
the pavilion comes via Braintree District Council and developers’ 106 
monies we are obliged to get at least 3 quotes for every stage of the 
build. This is sometimes easier said than done. The Parish Council are 
indebted for the time and expertise of those on the Working Party, 
residents Andrew Taylor, John Maidman and Peter Walmsley and 
Parish Councillors Darren Hockley, Paul Kennedy and Iain Graham for 
managing and leading this project, all on a voluntary basis and in their 
own time. It will still be some months before the new pavilion will be 
available for use.
Memorial Green
The top corner of Memorial Green is constantly damaged by large 
vehicles trying to turn right at the top of Brook Street, and our attempts 
to protect this area have proved inadequate in the face of HGVs finding 
themselves in the wrong place and determined to turn right in a tight 
space. We are in discussion with Essex Highways as to what additional 
measures could be put in place to prevent continuous damage to this 
valued and historic green.
Causeway Path
It is our intention to cut back the hedge, widen the path and clear the area 
of debris and overgrowth. Our thanks go to the tenant of Glebe Meadow 
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for undertaking some of this work. The Parish Council have arranged for 
further work and clearance of debris left for many years, so as to reintroduce 
the whole width of the path, not seen for some time.
Finchingfield Bridge Closure and repair
A planning application has recently been submitted for the installation 
of a temporary bridge during the proposed works and extended closure 
of Finchingfield Bridge. As the details were not published in time for our 
January meeting we will be considering this application, its impact on, 
and benefits for, our own residents and businesses prior to the closing 
date for comments in early February.
Improved Bus Routes
One of the Parish Council’s ambitions is to get a bus route from Great 
Bardfield to Dunmow. We have been trying for many years as we feel it 
makes sense to have such a route to enable residents to reach Dunmow, 
its shops, market, sporting and recreational facilities and enable pupils 
at Helena Romanes to attend after school activities and be able to get 
home. This bus would also connect with other routes, such as to Stansted 
Airport, railway stations and beyond. Our recent community questionnaire 
supported a need for this route, so we will have another push this year, led 
by Councillor Janet Dyson.
‘20’s Plenty’
The Parish Council are supporting an Essex wide group of Parish Councils 
in a bid to reduce vehicle speeds through our villages and have written to 
the County Councillor for Highways to request the lowering of speed limits. 
Further information is provided in a separate article in this magazine.
Ride London-Essex Cycling Event
We have been notified that this event will take place again at the end of 
May 2023. The village is likely to experience road closures and parking 
restrictions on 28th May. Following feedback after the 2022 event we 
are hoping that road closures will be better managed, and of a shorter 
duration, than last year. Further information to follow once we hear more.
Next Parish Council Meeting
Our next full meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th February 2023 at 
7.00pm, in the Committee Room at the Town Hall.

Members of the Public are welcome to attend and to raise any issues at 
the Public Forum which is held at the beginning of the meeting.

Carolynne Ruffle, Chairperson

Ray Ryman 1951 - 2022

Ray sadly passed away at home in December. Born in Dunmow, but 
a fully adopted son of Bardfield, some of us knew Ray as a father, 
grandfather or family member; others as friend, neighbour, or fellow 

dog walker when he was out with his dog Bert. And then there were a 
great many who first came to know Ray through his role as an outstanding 
village plumber - this status being more than confirmed when, one day 
whilst collecting some plumbing items from Ridgeons, Ray was referred 
to in most respectful tones as, “a Legend.”

And then there were many more locals who knew the younger Ray as a 
great motorbike scrambler; fearless to the day he hung up his helmet - to 
then become an appreciative spectator of the next generation’s skills. In fact 
he enjoyed a ring-side seat at those meetings, for as long as his illness would 
allow. His love of motorbikes and the open road never left him, and he rode 
his BMW throughout Europe well into his later days.

Always beneath his sometimes gruff exterior, was a kind man, with a dry 
sense of humour, and a great love for nature, animals and the countryside in 
general - which Ray & his faithful hound Bert could often be seen pausing 
to enjoy, as they meandered along the peaceful lanes and byways around 
Bardfield. With his discerning eye, Ray would point out to those who were 
interested, changes in nature and the seasons that could otherwise go 
unnoticed.

Ray was a precious soul, who shall be much missed by many.
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Valerie Clift (1930 – 2022)

Valerie, wife of Fr Norman Clift who was Vicar of Great and Little 
Bardfield from 1974- 1991, died on Christmas Day after a debilitating 
stroke. Valerie will be remembered fondly as a caring, organised and 

dedicated infant teacher at 
our village school during 
the 1970s and 1980s. Valerie 
was also an active member 
of the Bardfield community, 
particularly in the church 
where she ran the Sunday 
school, helped with church 
fetes and bazaars, ran coffee 
mornings and generally 
provided huge support to 
Norman. After a very happy 
time in Great Bardfield 
surrounded by wonderful 
people, Valerie and Norman 
retired to Great Chesterford. 
Here Valerie continued to 
be active in village life and 
the church, even after the 
death of Norman in 2002. 
She also pursued her many 
hobbies such as gardening, 
playing games and taking 
day trips and holidays with 
her family. She is succeeded 
by her two daughters, Helen 
and Ros and their families.

A lovely and traditional 
funeral service was 
conducted in St Mary’s church by Fr Alex Shannon on Monday 9 January 
and attended by a large congregation. Valerie’s daughters would like to 
thank all those who came to the service and for all the lovely messages 
that they have received. Thank you also for the donations to Diabetes UK.
Helen Morten

The Tuesday Club

We are a friendly group, which meets in the Town Hall on the 
second Tuesday of each month and welcomes both men 
and women. In 2022 we had a varied selection of speakers, 

with subjects ranging from The History of Harrods, Stained Glass, 
The Ups and Downs of Ballooning, Brave Men and Clever Women, 
to Saucy Postcards and 
many more, all of which 
were very entertaining. 
We usually arrange an 
outing in the summer, 
and this year we teamed 
up with the Horticultural 
Society for a trip to Hyde 
Hall, a fantastic trip and 
the sun shone all day.

Our chosen charity 
for 2022 was Farleigh 
Hospice and their 
representative, Selina 
Mayhew, came to our January meeting to give us an insight into 
their work in supporting patients and their families, both in the 
hospice and at home. They are reliant on both volunteers and 
donations, and we were pleased to be able to give them a cheque 
for £150, the proceeds of our raffles during the year.

Our next meeting is on 14th February, when our guest speaker 
will be Eve Regelous, whose theme will be “Love is in the Air” (what 
else on that date?) I believe Valentine cards may get a mention! 
This will be followed by refreshments.

If you haven’t been to a meeting before why not give it a try? We 
would love to see you. Doors open at 2.00 pm and the speaker starts 
at 2.30 pm. A full year’s membership costs only £25, and guests pay 
£5. Hope to see you soon.
Cherry Whitby

For more details please contact the Club Secretary,  
Marilyn Edwards on 01371.810555
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Town Hall Happenings

Well; My December 
update was not 
very accurate as 

unfortunately our “Night of 
Classic Rock” was cancelled 
as one of the band members 
caught Covid. We will try 
and re-arrange the event 
for another time. 

On 12th December we 
all enjoyed singing carols 
outside the Town Hall 
with Bardfield Brass and 
Bardfield Choir. Mulled 
wine and mince pies kept 
the cold at bay.

February is a quiet month 
at the Town Hall but we have 
a Quiz Night on 11th March. 
The Horticultural Society 
Spring Show on 25th March 
and Bardfield Players spring 
production on 30th , 31st March 
and 1st April.

As always don’t forget the 
Town Hall is available to to 
hire at most reasonable rates. 
Enquiries and bookings   
bardfieldtownbookings@
gmail.com

John Maidman
Chair Great Bardfield 
Town Hall

Carols and mulled wine in the 
snow.



Bardfield Times February 2023 Bardfield Times February 2023

16 17

From the Vicarage…

Have you ever wondered…’ It’s a line which has inspired many 
journeys and big life choices. For many (if not most) of us, 
moments will have stuck in our memories of the time when 

either we, or someone close to us, first voiced a suggestion which 
led us down a significant path in our lives – that might be marriage, 
career, starting a family, or moving house, to name just a few 
examples. I still remember the first few people who asked me, ‘Have 
you ever wondered about becoming a priest?’ I also remember my 
own initial reactions, which were along the lines of: ‘What, me? I don’t 
think I could do that!’

Big changes in life do tend to start with us ‘trying out’ the idea, 
talking about it first as a remote possibility, ‘wondering’ about it, 
until – if it is the right thing – it starts to crystalise and become more 
definite. It means that we all need spaces in which we can give voice 
to those wonderings, and while they might start off as private, as time 
goes on, we will all rely on the support of others in whose company 
we can test our wonderings, who can affirm and shape what we  
are discovering.

This is something we believe is particularly important in church, as 
we have at the heart of our faith the belief that God wishes every one 
of us to flourish. So, you may notice in the list of services and events 
a number of items which include the words ‘discussion,’ ‘reflection,’ 
and ‘explore’. This is because church is not a place where we aim to 
provide lots of ‘cut and dried’ answers about what you should believe; 
instead, it’s a place to discover a relationship with God. So, whatever 
your wonderings about faith, life and God, we’d love you to come and 
share those with us, fellow wonderers.
Rev’d/Fr Alex

Services for February 2023  

in the Pant Valley Churches 

Sunday 5 February
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Finchingfield

9.30am Parish Communion – Shalford
10.30am Sunday Café – Cornish Hall End

10.30am Family Communion Service – Great Bardfield
11am Prayer & Pilgrimage – Wethersfield

(an informal service of reflection and discussion)
3pm Children’s Church – Wethersfield

Sunday 12 February
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Shalford

9.30am Sung Communion Service – Little Bardfield
10.30am Morning Service with Communion – Finchingfield

11am Family Service – Wethersfield
4pm Sung Evensong – Shalford

Sunday 19 February
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Wethersfield

9.30am Morning Service – Shalford
10.30am Family Communion Service – Great Bardfield

10.30am Family Service – Finchingfield
4pm Words & Music Looking towards Lent – Cornish Hall End

Tuesday 21 February – Shrove Tuesday
9.30am Holy Communion

followed by Pancake Party at 10.15am – Great Bardfield

Wednesday 22 February – Ash Wednesday
11am Reflective Communion Service with ashing – Wethersfield
7.30pm Sung Communion Service with ashing – Great Bardfield

Sunday 26 February – First Sunday of Lent
8am Holy Communion (traditional language) – Great Bardfield

9.30am Morning Service – Shalford
10.30am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield

11am Family Communion Service – Wethersfield

Regular Services and Events during the week

Monday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Finchingfield

Tuesday 9am Morning Prayer – Great Bardfield

‘
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Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Wethersfield
10am Prayer Group (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks)

Coffee Morning (2nd & 4th weeks) – Shalford
Coffee Morning (3rd week) – Cornish Hall End

10.30am Eucharist – Little Bardfield

Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer – Shalford

Saturday 10.30am (3rd weeks) Coffee Morning – Wethersfield

And in new developments…

All are welcome to join in one of the discussion groups we are  
running with thanks to the hospitality of some of our local pubs. The 

group which meets at The George, Shalford is already up and running, 
and meets on Mondays at 2.30pm. Additionally, from  

Sunday 26 February, another such group will be meeting at  
The Finchingfield Lion on Sunday evenings at 8pm. These groups are 
particularly aimed at those who are exploring questions of faith, and 

would like to talk in a relaxed and open environment about them.  
No need to book in advance – just turn up, and all are welcome!

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 Braintree Road, Great Bardfield

E mail celestineiheme2016@gmail.com
 

Sunday Mass - 9.30 am
Weekday Services 

Tuesday to Friday 9.30 am
Rosary and Holy Hour – following Friday Mass

All welcome 



Bardfield Times February 2023 Bardfield Times February 2023

20 21

Here is one of the recipes to try in advance.

Recipe for cherry cake

• 275 gm (10 oz) self raising flour, sifted
• 175 gm (6 oz) caster sugar
• 175 gm (6 oz) butter or margarine
• 3 eggs
• 225 gm (8 oz) glace cherries (halved)
• 50 gm (2 oz) ground almonds
• Approx: 5 tablespoons of milk

Method
Line and grease a 18 cm (7”) cake tin. Cream fat and sugar together 

until light and fluffy. Beat in the eggs, one at a time, adding a tablespoon 
of flour with the last two. Carefully fold in the remaining flour, then 
fold in the cherries, almonds and enough milk to give a dropping 
consistency.

Place in the prepared tin and bake in a preheated moderate oven. 
160°C (Fan 140°C) 325°F, Gas mark 3 for 1½ - 2 hours. Leave in the tin 
for 5 minutes then turn onto a wire rack to cool.

Horticultural Society

Despite the December freeze, 2023 is now underway in our garden as 
this article is being written the snowdrops have shown themselves 
to be amazingly weatherproof and the aconites are slowly coming 

through along with the hellebores. The first spring crocuses are coming 
up through our front grass and many daffodils are in bud—winter sweet, 
cornus mass, hazel catkins and the winter-flowering cyclamen are either in 
full bloom or well on their way.

The Show Schedules have been sent to the printer and should be 
available when you read this!

Our first meeting of the year will be on Saturday, February 25th at 
2.30pm in the Town Hall. Our speaker will be Simon White, who is the 
Garden Centre Sales Manager at Peter Beales Roses. He has over 39 years 
of experience in growing the nation’s favourite flower “The Rose”. He has a 
passion for all roses and would like to share his knowledge and experiences 
with others. The title of the talk is “Climbing and Rambling Roses for every 
Situation”. This shows promise of being an excellent talk!

The nursery boasts over 1,100 different varieties of roses from shrub 
roses and climbers through to the very vigorous ramblers. Latterly the 
nursery has started to specialise in the old-fashioned style of shrub 
roses, many of which are well-scented. Simon will be bringing plants and 
sundries for sale. Do come prepared to buy!

Tickets for the talk will be £5 each (for members) and £8 for non-
members. This includes tea, coffee and homemade cakes. There will be a 
lucky ticket draw and raffle.

Tickets are available from Linda Prior 811641 and Lynne Joyce 810524. 
You can also renew your membership or join BHS at this meeting if you 
have not already done so.

Our Spring Show will be held on Saturday, March 25th  
in the Town Hall. We look forward to seeing all the spring flowers 

and bulbs, floral arrangements and any handicrafts.
Entries should be registered before 10.15am  

and be staged by 10.30am as judging starts at 11am.  
The show will be open at 2.30pm until 4.30pm

On Saturday April 22nd we will be holding  
our Spring Tea at 2.30pm in the Town Hall

New to Great Bardfield or an established villager? You will find a warm 
welcome at the Horticultural Society. Why not be a member and enjoy 
events, talks and visits arranged throughout the year? Amazing Spring 
and Summer Shows are held where you can exhibit your gardening and 
baking skills!

For any information about the Society please contact  
Linda Prior 811641
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GREENFINGERS

Boohoo to the wretched winter that has taken its toll on many of 
our prized plants. Cheers to the gardeners, generally an optimistic 
species, after all they magic what resembles a brown speck of dust 

into a flowering plant.They take a 10 centimetre ‘stick’, poke it into a pot of 
‘dirt’ and it grows roots and shoots. December’s minus 10° has wrecked the 
mimosa, it was so full of promising bobbles waiting to burst into January 
blooms but it now stands forlorn, clothed in brown withered leaves and 
flowers. The white, tinted lavender blossom of Solanum, were bursting 
with blooms in late November, now hang amongst the blackened leaves 
and stems of what was a dainty climber. All those sought-after winter 
flowering shrubs, winter sweet, viburnum and winter cherry, were at their 
very best, then came the frost and snow. To flower they do need a little 
winter warmth. Hurrah for the brave Christmas box Sarcococca, a modest 
looking evergreen that carries deliciously scented tiny white flowers. It 
shyly blooms regardless of the weather.Too early to sound the death knell 
on perennials of border-line hardiness such as salvias and penstemon but I 
fear the Garden Centres will be very busy come April. But let’s not be hasty 
as nature may win and green shoots on all these sorry plants may appear 
come the spring.The aforesaid optimistic gardeners will come up trumps!
Cheering jobs for the keen and not-so keen gardeners
1. First get into good spirits by admiring glistening white snowdrops and 

golden yellow aconites. None in your garden? then visit Easton Manor, 
it is on your doorstep

2. Sow sweet peas in pots on your windowsill.
3. No pea seeds? Raid the kitchen cupboard for marrowfat peas (those 

neglected dried up and wrinkled peas in a packet) soak for a couple of 
hours in water then sow in a shallow box in warmth next to your sweet 
peas and hey presto, one has the very trendy pea shoots to garnish 
your dinner. Cut to eat when 10 cms high

4. Back to the outdoors, cut down the clematis that flower after July. If 
you have the label they are Group 3 for pruning, Give a handful of 
fertiliser and mulch of compost as they are greedy feeders.

5. Mid to late February roses may be pruned.
6. Anticipate the true beginnings of spring by digging up plants and small 

bulbs to bring into earlier flower indoors. Snowdrops and hyacinths 
are the obvious choice but try aquilegia and hellebores.

Chin up, spring is nearly upon us.
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Xanthe Goodman

My name is Xanthe Goodman and I 
have lived in Great Bardfield for a 
few years now. A few of you may 

have seen me walking dogs or riding horses! 
I play an equestrian sport called 

Polocrosse - a hybrid of Lacrosse and Polo. 
I have been playing for 7 years and travel 
across the UK to train and compete. There 
are 3 people in a team (attack, midfield and 
defense) and the game is started with a 
lineout similar to rugby! The aim is for the 
teams attacker (Number 1) to score as many 
goals as possible. Our games are split into 
3 chukkas of 6 minutes each; this allows 
our horses to have a break and recover. It 
is great fun to watch and play; I love the adrenaline rush! One day, I would 
like to represent the UK in the Polocrosse World Cup.

My top polocrosse highlights are representing England in the Pony Club 
Polocrosse Four Nations 2019 and 2021. The team were crowned Junior 
and overall Champions against Scotland, Ireland and Wales! Another 
special memory for me was winning the C Grade National Championship 
with my club (Arden Polocrosse based in Warwickshire) in 2022. 

Another highlight of 2022 was being able to participate in a training 
camp with South African World Cup Coach, Bruce Maclarty. I learnt so 
much and it has inspired me to aim towards going to South Africa to learn 
more in the future. This was very kindly funded by the Bardfield Charity; I 
am so grateful for their support!

Over the years, I have put countless hours of work into my horses to 
improve our game. During Covid, I made the decision to self teach myself 
at home so that I could utilise my time more efficently. I have now finished 
my GCSEs and have started up XIG Dog Walking and Animal Care. This 
new business venture helps to fund my polocrosse season alongside huge 
amounts of support from my family. 

Over the years, I have been super grateful to the companies and 
individuals who have supported me financially. I honestly would not be 
where I am today without their help. Whenever I am not on the pitch, I 
am often seen coaching and volunteering. Last year alone I introduced 

over 100 young riders to polocrosse! I love coaching and hope to take my 
Coaching course over the next few years so that I can do it more! I have 
also completed over 60 hours of volunteering that has allowed me to work 
towards my Silver Young Equestrian Leader’s Award (YELA is similar to the 
Duke of Edinburgh but for equestrians!). I am also really looking forward 
to being part of The Pony Club Youth Comittee this year; I hope I can make 
a difference for all Pony Club members! 

In 2023, I aim to progress into B Grade. This will be a big step up for me as it 
means I will be playing against more experienced teams. To achieve this, I am 
aiming to work more on my personal fitness as well as working hard training 
my horses. As well as moving into B Grade, I would love to be able to go to 
South Africa to play in the next few years but this involves a lot of fundraising! 

I wanted to express my gratitude towards the Bardfield Charity for 
supporting me last year. Additionally, if any local businesses would like to 
support a young, up and coming polocrosse player, please get in touch! 
I have extensive experience with sponsorship collaborations on social 
media too! Please email Polocrossexg@gmail.com.
Xanthe Goodman
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Nature Notes

I hope Everyone had a nice Christmas and I Wish you a Happy New Year.
One quiet evening over Christmas I sat by the fire with a tot of Malt 

Whiskey and my dog thinking what shall I write in my nature notes 
for the new year when I when I noticed one of the fairy lights on the 
Christmas tree was shining through a brand-new cobweb and I decided 
the spider was telling me to write about spiders. So, spiders it is, I know a 
lot of people are terrified of spiders, they can take you quite by surprise 
but most spiders which are native to the UK are harmless. When I set 
about making notes, I realised I knew very little about them so it has 
been a very steep learning curve and I must say I have found it a very 
interesting subject to research. One thing which has amazed me, I have 
only seen it a few times in my long farming life is to go out early in the 
morning and see a complete field covered by one seemingly complete 
cobweb suspended from the uppermost leaves of the crop. This must 
have been the work of thousands of spiders working all night and means 
that they know a certain type of fly is going to hatch from the ground 
and the spiders want to catch them for food in very much the same way 
in which swallows and swifts suddenly appear in their hundreds one 

summer evening for a feast on certain flying insects which have just 
hatched and taken to the air. One piece of research tells me that the 
majority of spiders are solitary only meeting up once a year to mate and 
if the female rejects the male, she will usually kill him and eat him and 
if they do mate, she will eat him anyway once they have mated. So now 
you know where the expression, ‘You look good enough to eat!’ comes 
from. But a few species are sociable and do work together and produce 
huge webs to collect food.

There are over 45,000 known species of spider world wide of which 
only a very small number are venomous. One fact which truly amazed 
me was that most of the solitary species don’t have a brain as such, 
instead they have a very highly developed nervous system which 
controls their whole-body systems. They all breed in the spring time 
both male and female have their reproductive organs at the lower end of 
their abdomens but they don’t couple during mating the male deposits 
his semen in a small silky parcel and deposits the whole parcel into the 
female’s genital opening using his pedipalps to carry it (then whilst he 
is exhausted but happy, she eats him). The female then lays her eggs 
into a cocoon which she has made using the silk she produces to make 
her webs with. She can lay between 1 to 3000 eggs at a time. They will 
hatch a month later and she will stay with them and feed them with her 
milk; they will stay in the nest for a month until they are fully grown. It is 
important for a healthy brood that the mother keeps the nest free from 
parasites. I know some people are afraid of spiders but rest assured of 
the 650 species found in the UK only 12 can bite you and they are all the 
fat varieties with short hairy legs. Spiders in your house are said to be of 
more benefit than hindrance as they feed on most of our insect pests 
and flies. even eating earwigs. Most of our spiders don’t need water, 
leading entomologists say that spiders are an important part of our 
indoor ecosystems and are rarely a danger to humans. Before I moved 
to Shalford I lived in a converted Essex Barn with lots of original old 
wooden beams with countless nooks and crannies which were homes 
to countless spiders. Removing spiders’ webs was an endless job. A lady 
who used to come and do some cleaning for me would send me a text 
saying ‘I will come over tomorrow and evict some of your spiders’ but I 
must say they never bothered me.

Mac BeanlandFrosted cobwebs
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Happy New Year from Pozďatín!

My parents Jackie & Norman Newton moved to Great Bardfield 
in 1966 and I grew up in the village, before leaving to work in 
London in the mid-1980s. Since I’m spending a couple of weeks 

in the Czech Republic over New Year I thought I’d write a letter to the 
Bardfield Times. We’re staying in Pozďatín (pronounced “pozdyateen”), a 
small village in Moravia not too far from the Austrian border. My girlfriend 
Regina was born in the nearby market town of Třebíč, and grew up in 
Pozďatín, before the Velvet Revolution – her parents, aunts and uncles are 
still in the area. It’s a tiny village of less than 200 people, but it has a pub 
(kind of ), a little chapel (but no Christmas Service!), a cemetery and one 
shop plus a railway station, a goat farm and an agricultural school.

It always somehow surprises me when I look at a map and realize that 
this part of Czech (Moravia, really) is essentially due east of Essex (Pozďatín 
sits at 49°14'19"N 16°2'52"E, compared with Great Bardfield 51°56'55"N 
00°26'15"E). Moravia certainly has some attributes in common with East 
Anglia - vast fields turned over to arable farming, especially wheat, with 
some herds of dairy cattle. But in other ways it’s very different - much 
more heavily wooded than East Anglia, with various evergreen species of 
fir, spruce & pine, some of which have been suffering very badly from the 
pine bark beetle (thirty million cubic metres of forest lost to the beetle 
in 2019). There are also a lot of ponds - Czech people love to fish and so 
these ponds are well-stocked with carp, which is traditionally eaten on 
Christmas Eve, fried in breadcrumbs with a delicious potato salad. The 
village holds an annual 24-hour fishing competition which is keenly 
contested. In summer, there’s also a “Lavka” - a village fair, which includes 
a competition to cycle across one of the ponds on a narrow gang-plank. 
Naturally, most people end up in the water! 

Both villages have a Co-Op, although the one in Poz is orange whereas 
in Bardfield it's blue. Třebíč is the local town - smaller than Braintree but 
with a nice market square with some very attractive architecture. It also 
has a castle & an ice hockey stadium – and it’s a UNESCO World Heritage 
site on account of its Jewish Quarter and its 12th Century Basilica.

Regina’s folks have a smallholding which in the summer produces large 
quantities of potatoes, cucumbers, tomatoes and various vegetables plus 
some fruit. Plums are a big thing in this area - they’re collected and turned 
into “slivovice” (plum spirit) in large quantities. It’s ferociously strong stuff 
- typically 60% alcohol, no doubt it helps keep the long, cold winter at bay. 

Winter comes much earlier in Poz - there’s often snow on the ground by 
mid-November and by Christmas most of the ponds that have water in will be 
frozen solid. This year was however exceptionally mild, with people wearing 
T-shirts in the sunshine! Many of the trees and shrubs are mightily confused.

This part of central Europe has historically been predominantly Catholic, 
although these days, most Czech people would probably say they have 
no religion at all. Nevertheless, there are some “interesting” local customs 
when it comes to the main religious festivals. On St Nicholas Eve, which 
this year fell on 5 December, if you had been in Pozďatín you might have 
run into a group of strange characters: St Nicholas (Mikuláš), the Angel 
(anděl) who represents the Good, and the Devil (čert) representing the 
Evil. All wear costumes. Mikuláš looks a bit like Santa Claus whose origin 
was supposedly inspired by St. Nicholas. All three visit the houses of the 
village - Mikuláš has a book containing all the misdeeds and good things 
the children were up to in the past year. The children are asked whether 
they were good. They say “yes”. But then Mikuláš reads from the book of 
misdeeds and asks the children whether they will be better next year. To 
which they say yes, of course! They are then rewarded with treats, which 
are handed out by the Angel. Bad children would be put in the Devil's sack 
and taken to hell, or would only get a sack of potatoes or coal instead of 
sweets - of course it does not really happen, but sometimes does the trick 
and gets the kids to behave better next year!

During Advent, most villages display a Nativity scene, often prominently 
by the main road so people can admire the work that went into it. Regina’s 
mum is a very clever potter and made all the people and animals for Poz’s 
Nativity. I was bemused to notice that more than one village had included 
an elephant alongside the more “traditional” animals! 26 December is the 
Feast of Stephen which is by tradition a family day in Czech, as well as 
one for carol singing. As all good carol singers know, Good King Wenceslas 
(Vaclav in Czech, like the first president after the fall of communism) went 
out that day in the snow. Cue for a joke: Q - “What’s Good King Wenceslas’s 
favourite fast food” A - “Pizza, deep pan, crisp ‘n’ even”. Boom boom. 

In January, on Twelfth Night, a small group of people will walk from 
house to house, singing carols and collecting contributions towards the 
local church. The residents are rewarded with an inscription on the door: 
“K+M+B+2023”. This reflects the names in Czech of the Three Kings – 
Kašpar, Melichar & Baltazar. 

Tomorrow, we’re off to visit Dukovany - the local nuclear power station. 
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It’s massive and still very much operational, unlike Bradwell which I think 
was decommissioned fairly recently. They have plans to expand it over the 
next decade or so - it already produces 20% of the country’s power. But 
more on that next time.
Russell Newton

MOBILE LIBRARY BUS 
MOBILE LIBRARY BUS VISITS GREAT BARDFIELD  

ON THE FOLLOWING DATES

16TH FEBRUARY
9TH MARCH

30TH MARCH
20TH APRIL

 
If there is no room at the Town Hall to park  

the bus will be located further along Dunmow Road

Warm Welcomes events in libraries

Warm and inviting 
spaces, hot drinks, 
and the opportunity 

to connect with others are 
on offer this winter in our 
‘Warm Welcomes’ initiative. 
This commits to supporting 
residents over the winter, 
particularly those affected 
by the cost-of-living crisis 
and rise in energy prices.

In addition, every library will be running at least one regular Warm 
Welcomes activity. So – come in out of the cold, and experience a warm 
welcome in our county’s libraries!

Find out more about Warm Welcomes. Link: libraries.essex.gov.uk/
news/warm-welcomes/

Apply to become a Warm Welcomes volunteer. Link: volunteeressex.
org/opportunities/warm-welcomes-library-volunteer-13473/



Bardfield Times February 2023 Bardfield Times February 2023

32 33

Advertising Section

WHIST, SOLO, BRIDGE, CANASTA  
Play and/or Learn Michael Reid 811856

SINGING LESSONS  
Adults, Youths, Vocal work: overcoming strain.  
sherikershaw.com or sherikershaw@gmail.com

ESSEX TREE STUMP GRINDING  
For all your tree stump removal needs, however large or small.  
https://essextreestumpgrinding.co.uk or (07971) 648879

YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENT 
COULD BE 

HERE
Enquires to

advertising@bardfieldtimes.com
Kate Fox 01371 810111

�������� � ����� �� ���� ������ ��� ���
����������, ��������� ��� ���������

���.��������-��.��.��

�����@��������-��.��.��

07947 364 551������������ ������
1 ���� �����, ������������

���������, �����, ��7 4��

FEETWISE
PENNY JAMES

���� ������ ������������ � �������������



Bardfield Times February 2023 Bardfield Times February 2023

34 35

B u i l d i n g  f u n  m e m o r i e s  a n d  
l e a r n i n g  s k i l l s  f o r  l i f e  w i t h  S c o t t  F o r b e s !

F u n  a n d  C a r e  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  
o f  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  S c o t t  F o r b e s

For more information go to our website:  
https://www.scottforbesfitness.co.uk or call: 07812 020417

Forbesy Litt le  K ick ing Cubs

M y  s o n  h a d  T H E  b e s t  t i m e  o n  S a t u r d a y - s o 

m u c h  f u n !  G r e a t  i d e a  f o r  p r e s c h o o l e r s .”

Forbesy K ids’ Bir thday Par t ies

" M y  s o n  h a d  a n  a m a z i n g  b i r t h d a y.  Fr o m 

s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  i t  wa s  f a n t a s t i c .”

Forbesy K ids’ Camps
“ M y  k i d s  h a v e  n o t  s t o p p e d  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a n t a s t i c t i m e  t h e y  h a d  –T h e y  m i s s  i t  a l r e a d y !  T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h 

f o r  t a k i n g  s u c h  g o o d  ca r e  o f  t h e m .”

GREAT 
BARDFIELD 
TOWN HALL

Enquiries and bookings bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com 

Now open for bookings
Covid-safe environment

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.

Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen  
and catering equipment, sound system with  

hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.
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BARDFIELD  
COUNTRY INTERIORS

The Old Stores, High st, Gt Bardfield CM7 4SP
01371 810110 or 07837 606631

Decorative items for the home 
Hand painted furniture

Stockist for Frenchic Paint

Iron Orchid Design, decorative tranfers,  
stamps and moulds

Little Greene Paint co
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MEETING FOR WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30am
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation  

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.

Everyone is welcome to join with us.  
Afterwards a chance to chat over tea or coffee.

CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING
Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area.  

For more information contact Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457

BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial

MEETING for WORSHIP SUNDAYS 10.30
A Quaker meeting is based on silent contemplation

and can be an oasis of quiet in a busy week.
Everyone is welcome to join with us.

Afterwards a chance to chat over Tea or Coffee.
CONSIDER HIRING THE BUILDING.

Use the newly arranged kitchen or excellent patio area
Already used by the WEA, Heart    Song group, the Craft

Market, The Horticultural Society and Bardfield Folk Club.

For information about Sunday Meeting
or to hire the Meeting House contact

Sue Collins and Mike Collins 01371 830457

BARDFIELD QUAKER MEETING HOUSE
Brook Street, near the War Memorial

YOU COULD 
PROMOTE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 
HERE

Enquires to
advertising@bardfieldtimes.com

Kate Fox 01371 810111
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Hair by Lindsey
07921124967

Lindseynathan@hotmail.com 
Experienced stylist 
Cut and blow dry

Colouring and highlights men’s cuts and children 
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Residential Mortgages
Life Insurance

General Insurance
Business Insurance

Wills & Estate Planning
 

Moving home, re-mortgage, capital raising for home  
improvements, investment property – buy to lets, life &  
general insurance, if you would like any advice or help  

on any aspect of the above please call to speak to  
one of our experienced advisors today.

 

01371 300120
Opening Hours: 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday

 
Gateway House, Freeport Office Village,  

Century Drive, Braintree, Essex CM77 8YG

www.gatewaymortgagesuk.com
info@gatewaymortgagesuk.com
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Countryside 
s e r v i c e s
oi l  boi lers • heating • tanks

• Servicing
• Commissioning

• Breakdowns
• Oil Tanks

James Yearley M: 07734 801066  
E: countryside.services @hotmail c8896

OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY 08:30 - 17:30

WEDNESDAY 08:30 - 18:00

THURSDAY 08:30 - 18:00

FRIDAY 08:30 - 18:00

SATURDAY 08:00 - 16:30

SUNDAY 09:00 - 15:00
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CARPENTRY
&

GENERAL
BUILDING

Specialising in all types of carpentry;
doors, floors, stairs, bespoke

woodwork, decking, repairs and
outdoor structures

CHRIS YARROW

For a no obligation quote please

contact me:

M: 07872 514 779 

E: chrisyarrow1976@gmail.com 



Bardfield Times February 2023 Bardfield Times February 2023

60 61

Mercer & Hughes
 Veterinary Surgery

Great Dunmow 
01371 872836

5-6 Chelmsford Road Ind. Estate 
Great Dunmow CM6 1HD

Saffron Walden 
01799 522082
14 Radwinter Road 

Saffron Walden 
Essex CB11 3JB 

24HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

www.mercerandhughes.co.uk

Stansted 
 01279 813780 
80 Cambridge Road 

Stansted Mountfitchet 
Essex CM24 8DA

Braintree 
01376 743893 

175 - 179 Church Lane
Bocking Braintree 

Essex CM7 5SG
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07882 03996007882 039960

ELECTRICIAN

www.b i rdonawi re .ne twww.b i rdonawi re .ne t



Bardfield Times February 2023 Bardfield Times February 2023

64 65

CODE: ROE011
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The Hawthorns Braintree  |  Tortoiseshell Way  |  Essex  |  CM7 1TD

O N E  M O N T H 
R E N T  F R E E

Live safe and well at the Hawthorns, a warm and friendly all-inclusive rental 
retirement community for the over 70s and enjoy your seventh month on us.*

Celebrate the beginning of your free month with a complimentary 
bottle of champagne. We’ll have one on ice for you - cheers!

01376 778212  |  hawthornsretirement.co.uk
Call today to request a free information pack

*Terms and conditions apply
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HIGH STANDARD OF WORK ON
PERIOD AND MODERN HOMES

Painting & Decorating
Woodwork & Plastering

Gutters Repaired or Replaced
Fencing and

Much, Much More

CONTRACTS OR ONE OFF JOBS
PLEASE TELEPHONE 07783 066326
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Essex Library Service  
Room Hire  

 Did you know that our libraries have rooms for hire?

Our versatile rooms are great for any use!  
Whether you’re looking for a quiet, private space to work in, a 

place to hold regular or one-off group meetings, or somewhere 
local to host a seminar or business conference for up to  

40 people, we may have the perfect room for you.

Starting from just £14.90 per hour basic rate,  
why not check out our available rooms and find the one  

for you? See our full list and prices. 

Link: libraries.essex.gov.uk/facilities-and-charges/room-hire/
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TOWN HALL DIARY

February 2023

Thursday 2nd  Bardfield Players   7.30pm
Friday 3rd  Cinema Club    7.30pm

Tuesday 7th  Young @ Heart Fitness Fun  9.30am
   Stability & Mobility class              10.45am
   Choir     8.00pm
Wednesday 8th  Parish Council Meeting   7.00pm
Thursday 9th  Bardfield Players                7.30 pm
Saturday 11th  Private Function               11.00am

Tuesday 14th  Tuesday Club    2.00pm
   Choir     8.00pm
Thursday 16th  Bardfield Players   7.30pm
Sunday 19th  Bardfield Players   2.00pm

Tuesday 21st  Young @ Heart Fitness Fun  9.30am
   Stability & Mobility class              10.45am
   Choir     8.00pm
Thursday 23rd  Bardfield Players   7.30pm
Saturday 25th  Horticultural Society Talk  2.00pm  
Sunday 26th  Bardfield Players   2.00pm

Tuesday 28th  Young @ Heart Fitness Fun   9.30am
   Stability & Mobility class              10.45am
   Choir     8.00pm

For private parties, social activities, exercise classes, meetings.
Excellent facilities, including spacious kitchen and catering equipment, 

sound system with hearing loop, free wifi, stage and meeting rooms.

Enquiries and bookings   bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com

Great Bardfield Parish
Clerk to the Parish Council

Councillors

Braintree District Council
Councillors Cllr Peter Tattersley

Cllr Vanessa Santomauro
Police

Little Bardfield Parish
Chairman of the Parish Council

Clerk to the Parish Council

Uttlesford District Council
Councillor

Bardfield After School & Breakfast Club
Bardfield Carpet Bowls Club

Bardfield Charities
Bardfield Players

1st Finchingfield Scout Group

Muddogs Youth Football

Gt Bardfield Primary School
Gt Bardfield Pre-School

Gt Bardfield Historical Society
Horticultural Society

Parish Priest Great & Little Bardfield
Catholic Priest

Town Hall Bookings
Tuesday Club

Great Bardfield Bell Ringers
Refuse Collections

Mobile Library

Museum and Cage

Community Information Point (CIP)
The Samaritans

clerk@greatbardfield-pc.gov.uk 810111
Carolynne Ruffle (Chair) 810986 
Paul Kennedy 810540
Darren Hockley 810836  
Simon Walsh 810451
Lynsi Hayward-Smith 07515 398402 
Janet Dyson 07957 483207 
Iain Graham 07831 595555

Cllr.ptattersley@braintree.gov.uk 07938 930003
Cllr.vsantomauro@braintree.gov.uk 07740 348528
for non-emergency enquiries dial 101
for emergency enquiries dial 999

LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com
Andrew Davies davies@farmline.com
Kate Rixon 01371 404 321
LittleBardfieldParishClerk@gmail.com

Cllr George Smith  
Cllrsmith@uttlesford.gov.uk 07896 618944
Pat Moore 07767 413055
Clifford Richardson 810782
Nick Holland 07795 280647 
Ian Ruffle 810986 
Mark Wells 810447 
mark.2millside@btinternet.com
Tony Clarke-Holland 07710 506007
www.muddogs.co.uk/tch@thebcf.co.uk
admin@greatbardfield.essex.sch.uk 810252
Kathy King 811580
Marilyn Edwards 810555
Linda Prior 811641
Fr. Alex Shannon 01371 810309/07483 878659
Fr Celestine 810428
bardfieldtownbookings@gmail.com
adriennepoulson@btinternet.com 811401
Nick & Sarah Holland 810209
Gt. Bardfield Tuesdays from 7am, 
L. Bardfield Thursdays from 7am.
Little Bardfield, Styles,  
Thursday 10am fortnightly
Gt Bardfield Town Hall,  
Thursday 11.15am fortnightly
Every Saturday, Sunday & Bank Holiday from 
Easter to the last Sunday in  
September 2.-5.30pm.
Thurs and Sat 10am -12 noon 01371 811975
01245 357357
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