
  GREAT BARDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 8 FEBRUARY 2017 
 

Present:  Cllrs Dyson (Chairman), Ruffle (Vice Chairman), Hockley, Walsh, Slemmings, Kennedy, Graham 
 

In attendance District Councillor Peter Schwier, Mr Brendan O’Callaghan 
 
 

 
1.  APOLOGIES 
 
There were no apologies to record     
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Cllr Dyson in regard to Planning Application 17/00062/LBC (neighbouring 
property) 
Cllr Ruffle Planning Application 6/01470/FUL non pecuniary interest business 
user of the site and Finance – Item 11 of the Financial Statement 
Cllr Walsh in regard to 16/02154/FUL Fistral House non pecuniary interest 
applicant known to him. 
 
3.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 11 JANUARY 2017 
 
The Minutes were approved and signed as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed Cllr Kennedy, seconded Cllr Graham. 
 
4.  PUBLIC FORUM  
 
Mr O’Callaghan attended the meeting to raise his concerns regarding 
application 16/01923/FUL Vine Cottage, which was for a proposed single 
dwelling on land adjacent to his home; this was also a revision of a previous 
application to which the Council had objected (16/00993/FUL).  Details of the 
concerns were provided for Members and the Chairman reassured Mr 
O’Callaghan that these would be considered when this item was discussed 
within the Agenda.  
 
5.  CLERK’S REPORT 
 
Bardfield Centre Development:  The Clerk had raised the question 
regarding concerns for adequate parking with the applicant and the response 
circulated.  This was an Agenda item when further discussion would take 
place 
 
Photocopier Replacement: This had now been delivered and the Chairman 
wished to record the Council’s appreciation for the grant from our District 
Councillors which enabled the facility to be provided.  The Clerk would 
prepare a report for the BT reflecting this and promoting its use. 
 

930 



Precept 17/18:  Confirmation had been received from BDC of the figures 
submitted and this had been uploaded to the Council’s website. 
 
Dog Fouling Signs:  These had been received and passed to Cllr Kennedy. 
 
Life in an English Village Event:  An exhibition of works by The Bardfield 
Artists had been launched at the Braintree Museum on 28 January.  Many of 
the works were from the village collection. This unique opportunity to see 
works for the first time in one place was successful in both content and 
attendance.      
 
Social Media Course:  This had been attended by Cllr Graham, the Clerk and 
Mrs Rooney.  The Clerk reported that it had been extremely helpful and plans 
were in hand to create a dedicated PC Facebook page.  
 
6.  DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT   
 
Cllr Schwier said he and Cllr Tattersley had been happy to support the new 
photocopier as this was a community facility.  Details of all the grants provided 
under their remit can be found on the BDC Website.  The District Council were 
gradually bringing its IT services in house and improving other website 
services.  He referenced the Kerslake report in regard to the proposed ‘village 
communities’ of which two were of local significance – one linked with 
Colchester and the other west of Braintree.  He urged members to respond to 
the consultation on the A120 proposals as the changes would have significant 
impact.  The Clerk had promoted the consultation events via the website, 
notice boards and the Community Facebook page. 
 
7.  FINANCE Statement for February 2017 
 

  PAYMENT TO AMOUNT CHQ. 
NO. 

1 E-on  £149.67 D/D 
2 A&J Lighting Solutions £68.46 S/O 
4 E-on D/D re Pavilion Supply wef Dec 16 £27.00 D/D 
3 Anglia Water wef Dec.16 £5.00 D/D  
4 Community Information Point £410.41 below 
5 BNP Paribas - Quarterly Copier Rental inc VAT £70.20 D/D 
6 DCS Quarterly Maintenance Agreement inc VAT £36.00 D/D 
7 EALC Social Media - 3 attendees £150.00 332 
8 A&J Lighting Solutions  4 outages £297.42 333 
9 Abbey Security Solutions Ltd** £2,595.60 334 

10 Roger Prior Pavilion - labour only £50.00 335 
11 Employee 2 - 95.5 hrs 4.16 to 12.16 £668.50 336 
12 Employee 1 £503.64 337 
13 HMR&C £126.00 338 
    £5,157.90   

   The sum of  £2650.00 to be transferred to meet the above payments 
**Transfer £2595.60 from Special Projects Account 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION POINT   
        
  BT Broadband Acc WM37324132  £10.80 D/D 
  BT EA37653522 Internet 810327 £26.57 D/D  
  BT EA 37653521 Line Rental 811975 £23.04 D/D  
  Employee 3 25 shifts @ £14 5.11.16 - 1.2.17  £350.00 339 
    £410.41   
        

MONIES RECEIVED   
  Bridge End Youth FC £25.00   
  Christmas Cards  £94.00   
        
        

ACCOUNT BALANCES AS AT 01/02/17   
  Treasurers Acc 17956560  £163.56   
  Business Call Account  00195929 £72,410.03   
  Special Projects Account  00655423 £6,438.01   
  New Pavilion Account  00710238 £33,667.43   

 
Payments were proposed by Cllr Walsh, seconded by Cllr Hockley and 
unanimously agreed 
 
 
8.  PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 
 
17/00062/LBC Town House, High Street – retention of 2 no. casement 
windows. There were no objections to this retrospective application to address 
work that had been carried out without the permission of the Historic Buildings 
Officer (HBO) provided the HBO was in agreement.  However there was 
concern that other works may have been carried out in the listed building that 
also required the relevant consents and this would be drawn to the attention of 
the planning officers.   
 
Members were concerned that residents moving into a listed building or a 
property within the conservation area did not realise their responsibilities to 
ensure that planning permission was obtained for all material alterations to the 
property. This also applies to work on trees within the curtilage of a listed 
property or in the conservation area.  The Chairman said she would highlight 
the position in her BT report. 
 
17/00088/FUL & 089/LBC Box Cottage, High Street – erection of single storey 
extension.  There were no objections to this application providing the HBO 
supported it and neighbours’ concerns were taken into consideration. 
 
16/01470/FUL Bardfield Centre – conversion of commercial buildings to 8 
no.units.  Members supported this revised application which addresses 
previous concerns raised by both the Parish and District Council.  
Nevertheless, despite assurances from the applicant the question of whether 
there would be adequate parking for both residential and business users was 
troubling and would be mentioned to the planning officers in the Council’s 
response. 
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16/01923/FUL Land Adjacent to Vine Cottage, Walthams Cross – proposed 
single dwelling.  Taking into account the objections raised by immediate 
neighbours and those previously discussed by this Council, it was felt the new 
application did not address the key concerns of the appropriateness of the 
design in the setting, the impact on this picturesque hamlet and the safety 
aspect of increased vehicle movement.  Although this revised application sited 
the property further back from the road the visual impact had not been 
reduced as it could now be seen from the Pant valley aspect.  It was also felt 
that overall the details provided by the applicant were not entirely accurate 
these would be drawn to the attention of the planning officers. 
 
16/02154/FUL Fistral House, Bendlowes Road, - amendment to original 
application which represented a reduction in scale.  No objections. 
 
17/00166/FUL Great Lodge – change of use of a store to a vineyard shop. 
There were no objections to this application. 
 
16/01313/FUL & 1314/LBC Park Hall Farm - Conversion of existing farm 
building.  This represented a slight change to an earlier application and there 
were no objections.   
 
 
9.  PLAYINGFIELDS/PAVILION PROJECT 
 
Community Initiative Fund (CIF) Grant Funding:  Cllr Slemmings would meet 
with the Clerk at the earliest opportunity to agree on an item of equipment 
suitable to complete the new playground scheme in order to benefit from the 
award of £5000. 
 
CCTV at Playingfield:  This has been installed and following further checks 
that the system is working the payment, approved under the above Financial 
Statement, will be released.  Mr Prior will be engaged to further improve the 
security of both the equipment and building as necessary. 
 
Fencing:  Cllr Kennedy was dealing with this and will report in due course. 
 
Invoices – Plumbing & Electricity:  There has been concern regarding the cost 
involved with this work mainly because there was little information regarding 
time and materials.  This would need to be resolved before payment can be 
approved and Cllr Slemmings was liaising with the Muddogs football leaders 
regarding the plumbing work. 
 
Electricity Checks:  PAT tests are carried on a regular basis it was suggested 
once the above invoices have been resolved an overall check will be 
arranged. 
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Youth Club:  Sadly because of problems last year and the lack of supervisors 
it has not been possible to re start the Club. 
 
 
10. POLICE 
 
Anti- Social Behaviour:   Problems with a small group of young people 
continues to cause concern and the police have been kept up to date with all 
the incidents. 
  
Event:  The Community Policing Team will be at the next Braintree Local 
Community Meeting to be held on 15 March 2017 between 3pm and 4pm in 
the Management Office at Freeport 
 
Police & Crime Commissioner:  Following a conversation with the 
Commissioner, Cllr Walsh suggested we invite him to the Parish Assembly.  
The Clerk was asked to arrange this. 
 
 
11. HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT 
 
Bus Service No.16.  Enquiries have been made asked for an explanation for 
recent incidents and problems of delay still continue. 
 
 
12. ENVRIONMENT/PROW/STREET LIGHTING 
 
Street lighting:  (i) The new light should be installed shortly and UK Power will 
then make the necessary connections. (ii) The lighting column in the Walk had 
a broken door with wiring pulled out; the contractor was dealing with this as a 
matter of urgency.  This appears to be a case of vandalism which is potentially 
very dangerous. 
 
Public Rights of Way: Cllr Kennedy reported that these appeared to be in 
good order at the moment. 
 
Litter Pick: The Village Handyman has carried out another litter pick. 
 
Broken Footpath Sign:  This happened following work carried out by Piers 
Reed along the Braintree Road and Cllr Kennedy asked for the sign to be 
reinstated. 
 
Northampton Meadow:  Cllr Graham reported on the problems regarding 
maintenance in this area which should be shared between Circle Anglia and 
BDC.  The Clerk was in touch with the Head of Operations at BDC who is 
hoping to clarify the position.  The Council were reminded that when there 
was a previous similar problem the PC offered to take on the BDC role, with 
the appropriate remuneration, but this was not taken up. 
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13. PIPERS MEADOW 
 
Technical Tree Services who are carrying out the work on the willow tree 
confirmed they will act as soon as the weather conditions are appropriate.  Cllr 
Walsh said that this work is usually better if undertaken following a frost. 
 
 
14. LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME 
     
The Clerk brought members up to date with the present position and the 
following was noted:  
 
(i) Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.  These were unanimously 
approved and adopted by the full Council. 
 
(ii) Further confirmation, in line with the Local Council Awards criteria, that the 
following documentation has been achieved and is available on the Council’s 
website. 
 

1.  Standing Orders and Financial Regulations (see (i) above 
2.  Code of Conduct 
3.  Publication Scheme 
4.  Its last annual return 
5.  Transparent information about council payments 
6.  A Calendar of meetings including the annual meeting of electors 
7.  Minutes of at least one year of full council meetings 
8.  Current Agendas 
9.  Budget and Precept Information 
10. Complaints Procedure 
11. Contact details  
12. Action Plan for the current year 
13. Evidence of consulting the community 
14. Publicity advertising council activities 
15. Evidence of participating in Town & Country Planning 

 
(iii) It was resolved by the full Council that it has in place the following 
 

16. A risk management scheme 
17. A register of Assets 
18. Contracts for all members of staff 
19. Up to date insurance policies that mitigate risk to public money 
20. Disciplinary and grievance procedures 
21. A policy for training new staff and councillors 
22. A record of all training undertaken by staff and councillors in the 
last year 
23. A clerk who has achieved 12 CPD points in the last year. 
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15. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Stansted Airport – Night Flight Consultation.  The relevant document from 
NWEEPA had been circulated and it was agreed to support their objection to 
an increase from 6 ½ hours to 8 hours for night flights which mainly consist of 
cargo aircraft which are heavier and noisier. 
 
16. ITEMS OF REPORT  
 
Cllr Hockley referred to a complaint from a resident regarding possible 
encroachment on the highway in the form of house front protection in.  It was 
unlikely that any action would or could be taken but the Clerk was asked to 
advise Highways.  
 
A Boards:  In order to ensure businesses were treated fairly the Chairman 
would speak to the parties concerned regarding displaying A boards on the 
village greens. 
 
17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
This will be held on Wednesday 8 March 2017 at 8.00pm 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

936 


